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God calls us to the waters of baptism, and as we enter the months a head, keep in 

mind the following dates that are open for baptisms.    

December 17 

Call the Office if any of these dates would work out for your family.  715-273-4570 

Dear sisters and brothers in Christ, 

 

Advent is the season of lights in the midst of deepening darkness. We recognize that every Sunday when we “light one 

candle to watch for Messiah,” and it holds on in our traditions of lighting the Christmas tree, putting lights on our 

houses, and even the candlelit singing of Silent Night on Christmas Eve. Even our prayers in this season talk about 

God being a light in the growing darkness, until the birth of the savior in Bethlehem. 

 

But have you ever wondered how they approach this season differently in Australia? After all, where we are, the  

season of Advent fits neatly with the growing darkness of winter. But on the other side of the globe, it’s getting into 

summer and longer days. How do you think they handle the season differently? What differences might there be with 

how they wait and watch, knowing the days are getting longer, not shorter, as they await the arrival of the Christ 

child? 

 

I wonder about these things, and I hope you might too, so we can think about how our context helps us understand and 

experience what God is doing in the world. We might easily think that our way of doing Christianity is the only way, 

or at least the best way, but this is a great wide church God has planted on Earth! The symbolism of growing darkness 

as we wait might not work if the season of waiting is in the middle of growing light. The symbolism of white for  

victory might not work in a culture where it’s the traditional color of mourning. Even the use of bread and wine might 

not work if it’s in a place where no one ever eats bread or drinks wine! 

 

As we contemplate this season, and how we wait for the Lord, we can also contemplate our fellow Christians and how 

they experience God’s presence in their own ways. How do we do this waiting and watching, and making God’s  

kingdom known in our area, in a way that honors our place specifically, but also recognize (and maybe even  

celebrate?) how others do it differently? God made us this amazing patchwork quilt of different kinds of people so that 

we’d have all of our own unique ways of praising and sharing God. 

 

God showed up in a specific manger in a specific time and place, to speak to people who lived a specific way.  

Sometimes knowing why those specifics are important can help us connect with how God might use our specifics to 

help us deepen our faith and grow in our commitment to what God is doing here in our midst. And that might be 

something we can contemplate in the growing darkness of our own specific kind of Advent. 

 

In Christ, 

Pastor Lucas 



Council Meeting Minutes 

Date 11/7/17 at 7 pm 

 

Present were: Tom, Norris, Bruce, Debbi, Audrey, Dawn, Brenda, Jim, and Mike.   The meeting was called to order by 

President Tom Holdorf.  Tom led us in prayer.   

 

Secretary’s report:  Correction to be made, Wage was paid to Debbi for July, Aug, and Sept.  Motion made by Bruce,  

second by Mike. 

 

Treasurer’s report: $9,833.75 in the designated account.  $-79.87 in the general account.  We were able to pay back 

some to our loan.  OSLC received a dividend check from fuel; this was put toward the loan balance.  We were also      

provided with a donation check which also was put toward the loan.  All bills were paid in October including wages.   

Report approved by Mike, second by Norris.   

 

Pastor’s report: see attached 

Youth report: see attached 

 

Committee reports:  

Property- Bruce reported many items.  Joe Cardin will plan to cut down trees the week of 11/13.   Parking lot striping was 

done.  Lot will need a seal coat next summer.  Kitchen sink still needs fixing.   

 Paul Fransen has generously donated his time and equipment to clear snow for us this winter.  Michael Chisholm 

will be back up.   

 Lights are out in front that light the Cross.  Matt’s Electric fixed this.  He also reports we need an updated fuse 

box.   

 South water faucet along with the water problem on the south side will need to be addressed next year at the same 

time.  

 Flower garden has a large central tree.  This was not a donated piece.  It is growing into power lines.  This will be 

removed and replaced with something else.  

 

Education- Xmas program was discussed.  Attendance is really down and teachers are in short supply.  Currently they are 

grouping grades together.  Even with this the class sizes are small.  The education committee is brainstorming ideas to 

improve this.     

 

Stewardship- committee is going through the Ask Thank Tell book.  Asking for guidance from the council.   Tom will 

speak with them. 

 

Conflict Detection:  none 

 

Old Business:  AED is here.  Stacy is working on getting education on the use arranged.  The AED will be placed in the 

back hallway near the office.  Signs will be placed accordingly.   

 

Freezer is gone 

Missionary- amount of support we plan to send to be determined later.   

   

New Business:  Xmas eve services.  Council is recommending two services.  Since this falls on a Sunday, will ask for 

worship committee and Pastor’s input before a decision will be made.  

Annual meeting will be on Feb 11th  2018. 

Next meeting Luther Point Bible Camp will send someone to speak with council. 
   
Motion to adjourn made by Stacy, second by Mike. 

Adjourned at 7:50 pm 

The next meeting will be Tuesday December 5th  

Respectfully submitted by Stacy Hansen 

 



BACKPACKS FOR THE WEEKEND:  What's better than soup and crackers on a cold December 

day?  Please help us to load up those backpacks with crackers & soup: canned, powdered, dried, instant - it's all 

welcome.  We could use some more hot chocolate packets too.    

OPPORTUNITIES TO SUPPORT & SERVE 

You did it!  We got the computer plus another 125 gifts to help some local families have a brighter 

Christmas.  A heartfelt thanks to all who supported our project again this year,  thank you in  

advance to Patricia and the youth for helping to wrap on Dec. 6th, and much thanks to Thrivent 

Financial for their help to make this program a success. 

“remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how he said, It is more blessed to give than to receive”.  

Want to be a Bell ringer?  St. Croix Bell Ringers November 16th—December 30th  

1. Go to www, SAgraceplace.org  2. click on “sign up to ring the bells”  3.  Fill in application  4.  click “go to the  

opportunities page”  5. select your location, date and time!  Call 715-246-1222 with questions. 

Luther Point Bible Camp’s Winter Retreats  “rooted” 

“So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live your lives in him, rooted and built up in him,  

strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and overflowing with thankfulness.” — Colossians 2:6-7 

 Come experience Luther Point in the winter for our programed retreats. Sign up with your church group and 

be ready for a weekend filled with fun, faith and awesome times as we explore what it means to be “Rooted 

in Christ.”  Space is limited so sign up quickly, registration opens November 1! Cost is $60 per person and includes  

lodging, 4 meals and the program.  Jan 12 – 14: Confirmation/Jr. High ~ Feb 9 – 11: High School ~ March 3 – 4: 

Family Camp Weekend.    Registration Opens November 1! www.LutherPoint.org 

ANNUAL MIM OYSTER STEW/CHILI/ SOUP DINNER: Scheduled for Sunday, Dec. 31st immediately following 

church.  There is no Sunday school that day and the church service will be one hour later, starting at 10:00.  This is a 

T.A.T. (Thrivent Action Team) event and Thrivent will be giving us $250 towards our expenses…  And, you know,  

oysters are expensive.  Proceeds from this event will go towards the $17,000 needed for the new septic system.  This could 

be the last best opportunity in 2017 to make a large worthwhile donation.  Your generosity will help raise the temperature 

on that thermometer in the back of the church.  So, come one, come all, ENJOY and bring your check books. 

Upcoming Events 

Mark on your Calendar’s:  Our Saviors’ Annual Meeting will be Sunday February 11th, 2018.   

Immediately following worship service. 





In Need of Prayer 

Bobbi Nelson, Bill Hines, Scott Bjork, Judie Goodwin, Wayne Peterson, Haley Steffen,  

Mary Jo Bjork, Andy Foley, Letty Larson, Colleen Johnson, Ken Arneson, Alexander Kempe,   

Ervin Golson, and Kristen Anderson. 

If you know of anyone that should be on our prayer list please contact the office.  

 

2017 Atrium Post Acute Care & Preferred Living 

combined Schedule for Our Savior’s 

   December—12/6 

   1:30pm Preferred Living 

   2:30pm Atrium Post Acute Care 

Thank You 

Peggy Hoyer would like to thank everyone for making Operation Christmas Child great again this.  I took 114 shoeboxes 

up.  It takes the whole church to make this work.  Wishing all a Blessed Christmas and a Happy New Year! 

Thank you so much for the gift of $100.00 that we recently received from you.  We are so grateful for your generosity and  

continued support of this ministry!  Gods continued blessings to all of you as we enter a busy and blessed time in our church 

year.  In Christ, Journey House Campus Ministry 
 
Thank you for your generous gift of $100.00 made to the St Croix Hospice Fund of the Hospice Support Foundation.  Your 

donation will be used to provide compassionate support for other patients and families dealing with end of Life issues.  Brian 

Wegener Executive Director. 

 

Spring Valley Health & Rehab Center Fundraiser: Join them for the lighting of the Circle of Love Wreaths on  

December 2nd 4:30pm at the Rehab Center. 
 
Zion Covenant Church is having a Christmas Gala on Saturday December 2nd at 6:30pm.  Featuring The After Hours 

Big Band performing sounds of Christmas. 
 
English Lutheran Church Presents Living Nativity and Christmas Cookie Walk Saturday December 9th from 5pm-

7pm. 
 
Zion Lutheran Church in Woodville WI invites all to their “Wondrous Night” Annual Christmas Choir Concert and 

Norwegian Kaffee Kalls on Sunday December 10th at 4pm. 
 
St. Paul’s United Church invites us to their Candles & Carols Service on Wednesday December 13th at 7pm. 
 
Spring Valley Senior Campus is having an Christmas Open House on Saturday December 16th from 1:30-3:30pm 

 

 

Upcoming Local Events  



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

Altar Guild 

Rhoda Foley 

Belinda Foley 

 

Money Counters 

Tom Holdorf 

Bruce Place 

   1 2  

10am  

1st  

Communion 

Class 

3 

9am Worship 

10am Fellowship 

10:15 Adult Forum 

10:15 SS Hour 

Silent Auction Ends 

 

4 5 

7pm 

Council  

Meeting 

6 

1:30pm Preferred Living 

Service 

2:30pm Atrium Post Acute 

Care Service 

7pm Youth Event 

Wrapping presents/Pizza 

7 8 9 

 

10  

9am Worship 

10am Fellowship 

10:30 Sunday School 

Christmas Program 

11  

No 

Women’s 

Bible  

Study 

12 

 

13 

7-8pm Confirmation 

& Aftershock 

 

 

14 

 

15 16 

8am 

 MIM  

Meeting 

17 

9am Worship  

10am Fellowship 

10:15 Adult Forum 

10:15 SS Hour 

18 19 

 

20         

3:50pm SOS Kids Crew 

Christmas Caroling 

5:15pm Pizza Party 

7-8pm Confirmation 

& Aftershock 

21 22 

 

23 

 

24   Christmas Eve 

10am Worship 

4pm Worship (candle 

light service) 

25 

Merry  

Christmas! 

 

26 

 

27 

No Quilting 

No Confirmation 

& Aftershock 

28 

 

29 

 

30 

 

31 

10am Worship 

11am Oyster Stew/Soup 

No SS Hour 

 

     January 

Money 

Counters 

Mike Allyn 

Jim Chisholm 

December 

The advent wreath lighting schedule is as follows: 

Dec. 3 - Dawn/Joe Minder Family  Dec. 10 - Amy/Ed Rohl family  

Dec. 17 - Crystal/Mark Raleigh Family  Dec. 24 - Katie/Gabe Feuerhelm Family  

   

   

December 2017     Communion  

  Greeters Ushers Acolyte Reader Bell Ringer Server 

Dec. 3 Betty/Nate Jeanette/Warren Schade Juliana Winger Steve McKenna Rhoda 

9:00 am  Winger Randy/Nate Winger Ruby Straub  Straub  Girdeen   Foley 

Dec. 10 Katie/Mike Mary/Steve Straub Sam Allyn Kay Alison Belinda Foley 

9:00 am Allyn Family Claire/Ruby Straub Ian Peterson  Berg  Laughnan Mike Allyn 

Dec.17 Amy/Ken Ann/Dennis Kiefer, Brian Shane Johnson Kathy Alex Ann Young 

9:00 am Matzek Family Johnson, Chuck Christopherson Ryan Matzek  Young  Matzek Kathy Young 

Dec. 24 Donna Lori Coulson Family Autumn R-E. Tom Tyler Tom Holdorf 

10:00 am Constant Family Peggy Hoyer Payton Lawler Holdorf  Schroeder Brian Johnson 

Dec. 24 Brenda/Bob Paula/Jim Chisholm Desirae Peterson Rachel Nadia Rhoda Foley 

4:00 pm  Winger Jill/Don Rosenberry Madison Peterson Mancuso  Thurmes Audrey Severson 

Dec. 31 Dawn/Brian Tom Holdorf Family Anthony Madsen Jacob Halls Melanie Belinda Foley 

10:00 am  Madsen Crystal/Mark Raleigh Brett Unser 
Belinda Foley/
Ann Young  Freier Dawn Madsen 

             


