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In Need of Prayer 

Jim Chisholm, Danika Newberry, Robert (Bobby) Nelson, Letty Larson, Colleen Johnson, Ken Arneson, 

Larry Hoyer, Chad J Peterson, Alexander Kempe, Gary Lundgaard, Ervin Golson, and   Kristen Anderson. 

If you know of anyone that should be on our prayer list please contact the office. 

 

 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

 

When I was growing up, we had a tradition that I imagine many of y’all with kids have, and that was Saturday 

morning cartoons. One in particular that I think of was the story of two lab rats, one of whom had superhuman     

intelligence, and the other—well, he didn’t. It was called “Pinky and the Brain.” At the beginning of every episode, I 

remember that Pinky would ask Brain, “What are we going do today?” And Brain would always respond, “The same 

thing we do every day, try to take over the world.” 

 

Diabolical world-domination schemes aside, there’s something a little familiar in the consistency of Brain’s plan. As 

Christians, we wake up each morning and ask God what we’re going to do today. And God always responds, “the 

same thing we do every day, make the kingdom come.” It’s the same mission we’ve had since the beginning, when 

Jesus told the Eleven to “go, make disciples of all nations, baptizing and teaching them all I have commanded you.” 

But just like how Brain didn’t come up with the same way to take over the world each episode, Jesus doesn’t call us 

to make the kingdom come the same way every day. 

 

I think that’s why our annual meeting and our ongoing conversations about what we as Our Savior's Lutheran 

Church are doing in this place are so important. What it looks like to make the kingdom come looks differently here 

in our part of northwestern Wisconsin than it does in metro St. Paul, or in rural South Carolina, or in the mountains 

of Guangxi, China. You are each called to witness to the kingdom in this place. How do you hear God calling you? 

What opportunities for ministry in our midst do you see? 

 

Listening for how God is calling us to act in our specific place and time is called discernment. It’s not just planning; 

it’s planning by prayer, Bible study, worship, and discussion. The Holy Spirit never gives any of us the whole      

picture—it’s part of God’s plan to make us rely on one another to discern what God is calling us to do. So talk to 

each other. Ask how your neighbor sees God calling them. Pray for guidance. Read the scriptures. We’re in this   

together. 

 

So what are we going to do today? 

 

In Christ, 

Pastor Lucas 

God calls us to the waters of baptism, and as we enter the months a head, keep in mind 

the following dates that are open for baptisms.   Feb 26th, April 15th      

Call the Office if any of these dates would work out for your family.  715-273-4570 



 

February 

None 

 

March 

3/8 Atrium Post Acute Care 

2:30pm 

 

April 

None 

 

 

May 

5/3 Preferred Living 1:30pm 

Atrium Post Acute Care 2:30pm 

 

June 

6/21 Atrium Post Acute Care 

2:30pm 

 

July 

None 

 

August 

8/23 Atrium Post Acute Care 

2:30pm 

 

September 

None 

 

October 

10/18 Atrium Post Acute Care 

2:30pm 

 

November 

None 

 

December 

12/6 Preferred Living 1:30pm 

Atrium Post Acute Care 2:30pm 

2017 Atrium Post Acute Care & Preferred Living 

combined Schedule for Our Savior’s 

Martin Luther Hymnody: Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word (ELW 517) 

 

In difficult and trying times, especially when we are in danger, we turn to God for protection and comfort. Luther 

wrote Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word in response to a national crisis. 

The Holy Roman Empire in the days of the Reformation was in an on-again off-again war with the Ottoman Turkish 

Empire. One particularly bad year was in 1541 when Turkish forces surrounded and besieged Vienna, the capital of 

the Holy Roman Empire. This invasion by the Turks, as well as continued attempts to destroy the Reformation on the 

part of the Pope, pushed Luther to write a hymn that would capture a plea to God for protection and comfort. 

 

This hymn first appeared in Joseph Klug’s Geistliche Lieder in 1543, set to a tune Luther wrote with a friend of his, 

Justus Jonas. The lyrics reflect a prayer and a plea to God, with three verses to match the three Persons of the Trinity. 

Although our modern translations widen those we ask God to defend us from, Luther’s original lyrics explicitly  

named the Turks and the Pope as those who would “bring to naught all [Christ] has done.” 

 

The first verse appeals to God the Father to keep us steadfast, especially when enemies of the gospel surround us. The 

second verse asserts that Jesus is Lord of lords, and asks him to defend the Church and all that we do. Finally, the last 

verse appeals to the Holy Spirit to complete the work of the kingdom by leading us through trials and ordeals, out of 

death and into eternal life. The whole hymn is a prayer crafted in desperate circumstances. 

 

While we may not have the same critical worry of our church being destroyed by the Pope or invading Turks, God’s 

people still face challenges to the gospel. Luther’s hymn gives us a direction and strength to carry on, to remain  

steadfast in God’s word even when we may face hostile forces. 



Council Meeting Minutes 

Date 1/3/17 7 pm 

 

Present were: Norris, Brian, Tom, Pastor, Audrey, Stacy, Debbi, Ed, and Kerry. 

 

The meeting was called to order by President Tom Holdorf.  Pastor led us in discussion of chapters 8&9 in Ask, 

Thank, Tell.     

 

Secretary’s report:  Motion to approve by Kerry, Second by Norris.  Motion carried. 

 

Treasurer’s report: $32,560.26 in the designated account. $-52.72 in the general account.   Borrowed $3,490 from 

designated account to pay our bills.  Everything is up to date including what we promised to the Synod for Mission 

Support (Benevolence).    

Deb received a bill from VBS, Tom to investigate and determine who to send the money to.    

Discussion regarding endowment disbursements from November 2015 was had.   

Missed Sunday service hurt our budget for December.  

Report approved by Ed, second by Norris. 
 
Pastor’s report: see attached 

Youth report: see attached 

Committee reports: Worship- met 

Conflict Detection:  none 

 

Old Business: 2017 budget reviewed and approved as written. Motion made by Brian, second by Ed.     

New Business: Lutefisk supper and fair stand disbursements for 2016 completed.  Left out start-up funds as requested 

for Lutefisk committee.   Motion made by Ed to Approve, second by Brian.  

Endowment committee has 5 members on.  Rest of the committees have three.  Nominating committee wondered if 

there is a reason.  No mention in current constitution, ELCA website, or bylaws for reason.  Will need to review old 

constitution to see if there is a reason before deciding to change.  

  

 Motion to adjourn made by Ed , second by Stacy. 

Adjourned at 830 pm 

The next meeting will be February 7th.  Annual meeting is Feb 12th. 

Respectfully submitted by Stacy Hansen 



Project Prayer 

  

Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 

  

As we approach the season of Lent, it is good to consider how God is calling us to the spiritual practices of reflection, 

prayer, and action. Often it is the case in our busy lives that we neglect to pray regularly, or to grow in our prayer life. 

In working to strengthen our faith lives, it is equally important for us to pray for others—particularly our young  

people—and the Lenten season gives us a focused opportunity to do so by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

  

The influences and challenges of young people’s lives have changed over the past few decades. In the 1960s, the 

strongest influence was from family and school; now it is media and their peers. They face the traditional difficulties of 

bullying, hormones, and peer pressure, but are now faced with drugs, pornography, trafficking, and violence. It is right 

and good that we should pray for our young people to give them spiritual armor against the brokenness of the world.  

  

There are programs that the ELCA, The Synod, and WELCA have partnered with which stress intercessory prayer on 

behalf of youth and children such as Cherish our Children and Adults Saving Kids. We call on the saints of Our  

Savior’s to commit to praying for two young people each day during Lent as a spiritual discipline. You will be given 

the names of two young people as well as a packet with weekly Bible verses and a daily prayer to which you can add 

your own words. 

  

Because we aim to provide two adults praying for each young person, we will need at least forty volunteers to begin 

this ministry. If we have more volunteers, we will expand those we pray for to adults in the congregation as well. 

Please fill out the form below and return it to the church office. The names of the young people you will be asked to 

pray for will be provided on Ash Wednesday, March 1st. 

  

Blessings in Christ, 

Pastor Lucas and Audrey Severson 

  

  

 

 

 

PROJECT PRAYER 

  

I will pray for two people during the Lenten season. 

  

Name _____________________________________ 

  

Phone__________________________     EMAIL __________________________ 

  

 

 



BACKPACKS FOR THE WEEKEND:     

Please help us fill our grocery cart with cereal during the month of February.  We welcome all types of cereal, 

dry or cooking required.   And we so appreciate your monthly donations to this program which is administered 

OPPORTUNITIES TO SUPPORT & SERVE 

New Acolyte Robes:  The Altar Guild is looking into buying new acolyte robes.  A memorial fund has been started 

for this purpose.  If you would like to contribute memorial moneys or make a contribution to this purchase, place it in 

the offering plates in an envelope marked acolyte robes or mail it to the church.  The color will be about the same but 

it will be a zipper front with hood.  Cost will be about $70 each and we need 4-5 of different sizes in length. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

WELCA holds their Triennial Convention in 2017 in Minneapolis on July 13-16 at the Convention Center.  It will 

include Bible studies, exhibits, speakers, documentary films on trafficking, choir concert, and tours.  Cost is $310 

until January 6 early discount or $175/day.  See welcatg.org for more information.   A bus will be available from our 

synod for the first day and a return bus on Sunday. 

The Annual Meeting will be February 12th 2017.  Cemetery Annual Meeting immediately following. 

New Website:  I hope all were able to browse through our new designed website.  It is very user friendly.  If you 

have any questions or comments feel free to contact Patricia in the office.  www.oursaviorschurch.info 

Hello friends of the Northwest Synod of Wisconsin!  Details are finalized and we are making preparations for our 

synod trips to Malawi, Africa this summer.  We are planning to take two trips during the month of July:  the first trip 

will be for adults and take place July 1-16th.  The second trip will be for high school youth and college students and 

take place from July 16-August 1st.   

Grief Share: A support group for healing from your grief that meets weekly for 13 weeks starting in January the time 

will be from 6:30-8:30pm at Zion Covenant Church in Ellsworth. 

Bowls for Hope Fundraiser:  The UW-River Falls each year holds a Bowls for Hope fundraiser for  

nonprofit organizations.  This year the Hunger Prevention Council/Ellsworth Food Pantry is the selected nonprofit to 

benefit this year.   Soups will be provided by area restaurants for tasting and potters will provide hand-made bowls 

which you select and can take home.  Tickets are $25/adults and $5/child 12 and under.  The date is Tuesday, March 7 

from 5-7 pm at the University Center Riverview Ballroom on campus.  Tickets must be purchased ahead.  See Audrey 

Severson for tickets or stop at the Ellsworth Food Pantry on Main Street to buy your tickets. 

Thank you to all who so generously donated to the "ELCA Good Gifts" project.  We had another successful year. 

Children and families will be blessed in so many ways.  A new school uniform, a pig, a cow, a goat, or education for 

girls, clean water supply or a mosquito net for their sleeping accommodations.  Our prayer is that God will bless us 

that we may continue to share our bounty with others in the world who are not as fortunate.  Our Saviors is very  

generous in many ways.  Thank You!  Thrivent Project leader, Jo Lantz. 

Association Resource Center: In December helped clients with the amount of $4091.96.   ARC is always looking 

for phone volunteers and if anyone would like to serve on the ARC Board we would be happy to have them. God 

Bless! Judy Perkins715-273-4270, riffraft12@hotmail.com 

mailto:riffraft12@hotmail.com




Our Savior's Youth News ~ February 2017

Families are invited to join us for supper at 5:30pm

January S.O.S. Kids Crew  - Mountain Adventures

We would like to invite all of our 
youth in 1st through 5th grade, 

along with their friends, 
to join us for S.O.S. Kids Crew.

Join us for S.O.S. Kids Crew!
Wednesday, February 1st

4:00 – 5:30 pm

Middle School/St. Francis School kids are welcome to ride bus #29 to church.   
A bus will continue to be provided from Hillcrest to Our Savior's.  Please remember to send a note 

saying that your child will be riding the "Our Savior's Bus".

February 1st

Theme: Valentine Lesson
Bible Verse:  God is Love.  1 John 4:8

March 1st

Theme: Lenten Lesson and serve at Ash Wednesday Worship
Bible Verse:  Devote yourself to prayer, being watchful and thankful.  Colossians 4:2

April 5th

Theme:  Easter Lesson
Bible Verse:  He Is Risen. Matthew 28:6

May 3rd

Theme: Cave Adventures and Potluck Picnic
Bible Verse:   He will show you which path to take.  Proverbs 3:6

“After they prayed, the place where 
they were meeting was shaken.  And 
they were all filled with the Holy Spirit 
and spoke the word of God boldly.”
`                                                 Acts 4:31                                                          

Wednesday Schedule for February 

February 1, 8, & 22 – Regular Class
February 15 - Class with Parents

(meeting room in the church basement)

Wednesday Evenings from 7:00 pm – 8:00 pm 



WHEN: Sunday, February 26th

11:00am – 1:00pm

WHERE: Ellsworth Community  Pool

Family and Friends 

are Invited to Join us for a 

Pool Party!

Sandwiches, Snacks

and Drinks will be provided.

OUR SAVIOR’S SUNDAY SCHOOL AND OUR YOUTH PROGRAM ARE TEAMING UP TO 

HOST A PRIVATE POOL PARTY!!  PLEASE PLAN TO JOIN US! 

ADMISSION IS FREE FOR OUR SAVIOR’S CHURCH MEMBERS AND THEIR GUESTS!

• Mission Trip Meeting – Wednesday, February 22nd

• Cinnamon Rolls - Sunday, February 5th

• Cinnamon Rolls - Sunday March 19th

• Palm Sunday Brunch - Sunday,  April 9th

Mission Trip 2017

BINGO at the 

Ellsworth Care Center!

January 25, 2017



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

Altar Guild 

Sharon Peterson 

Mary Straub 

Money Counters 

Linda Steele 

Brenda Winger 

     

 

 

 

  1 

4-5:30pm SOS Kids Crew 

6pm Choir Practice 

7-8pm Confirmation  

& Aftershock 

2 

 

3 

 

4 

 

5 

9am Worship 

SS Sing 

10am Fellowship 

10:15 SS Hour 

6 7 

7pm 

Council  

Meeting 

 

8 

6pm Choir Practice 

7-8pm Confirmation  

& Aftershock  

9 

 

10 

 

11 

 

12 

9am Worship 

Annual Meeting 

Cemetery Meeting 

10am Fellowship 

No SS Hour 

13 

5pm Women’s  

Bible  

Study 

 

14 15 

6pm Choir Practice 

7-8pm Confirmation  

7-8pm Aftershock/with Parents 

16 17 

 

18 

8am 

MIM 

Meeting 

 

19 

9am Worship  

10am Fellowship 

10:15 SS Hour 

20 

 

21 

 

22 

8:30am Quilting 

6pm Choir Practice 

7-8pm Confirmation  

& Aftershock 

23 24 

 

25 

 

26 

10am Worship (Choir) 

Baptism Sunday 

10am Fellowship 

No SS Hour 

Pool Party! 

11-1pm 

27 

 

28    March 

Money 

Counters 

Norris Berg 

 

Thank you for your participation in our worship service.  Each ministry participant is greatly appreciated.  If 

you cannot serve on the date assigned, please trade with someone.  Instructions for each ministry position are 

posted in the narthex.  If you have any questions, please call Rhoda Foley at 715-273-4865. 

February 2017     Communion  

  Greeters Ushers Acolyte Reader Bell Ringer Server 

Feb. 5 Betty & Nate Jackie/John Schroeder Madisyn Rouleau JoAnn Charley  Mary 

9:00 am   Winger Tricia Gilby & Jeremy Rouleau Juliana Winger   Place   Gilby     Straub 

Feb. 12 Stacy/Kerry Becky/Barry Johnson Meredith Hansen Peggy Megan Brian Johnson 

9:00 am Hansen Family Anita Johnson Family Raelynn Rasmussen  Hoyer  Hansen Peggy Hoyer 

Feb. 19 Jess/Josh Tom Holdorf, Pete Falde Payton Lawler Gene Shelby Sharon Peterson 

9:00 am  Erlandson Lanette/Bruce Place Trinity Wilkins Ostendorf  Lawler Debbi Pittman 

Feb. 26 Ann/Terry Helen/Clint Anderson Ruby Straub Rachel Ross Becky Olson 

9:00 am  Young Kerry/Ross Christopherson McKenna Minder  Mancuso Christopherson Jim Chisholm 


