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God calls us to the waters of baptism, and as we enter the months a head, keep in mind 

the following dates that are open for baptisms.    

  June 17th  

Call the Office if any of these dates would work out for your family.  715-273-4570 

Dear sisters and brothers in Christ, 

 

When I was little, my favorite color was green. It was the color of plants, the color of growing things, the color of          

wilderness and the outdoors. In my young mind, green was the color of living things. That color was so special to me     

because of how much I loved living things—nature was fascinating and I wanted to be a field biologist when I grew up. 

 

In this season after the holiday of Pentecost, the color of the church will go green for a long time. Have you ever wondered 

why? Well, in deciding the color of the paraments, the Church decided the color green represented life, bursting forth and 

growing before a generous and abundant God. This long green season echoes the greenery around us as summer comes into 

full swing and everything is growing. It’s a season that is colored to remind us that God is still at work in us, to grow our 

faith and to grow the kingdom in our midst even as the living things around us grow. 

 

Now, a lot of things slow down around the church during the summer. The ‘program year’ ends and there are so many 

things to distract us as the weather gets warm. The lake calls us away; distant vacations beckon; sunny, beautiful Sunday 

mornings earnestly plead to be enjoyed. And all too easily, we fall into the idea that if we choose to dwell in the wonder of 

God’s creation, we are abandoning God’s call to worship, to grow in our faith. But I don’t believe in that choice. 

 

God’s green creation still surrounds us even when we don’t make it to Sunday worship every week. Our faith still grows 

even when we take a camping trip in the summer. Abiding in nature and all the green of growth around us can be a         

devotional to God, even an act of worship if we do it right. Do you realize how easily you can find a Psalm that praises God 

for creation, even on your camping trip? Do you know that God puts a song in your heart to worship as you paddle your 

canoe on the lake? Even as you grasp at the wonder of nature around you this summer, growing in its green, look for how 

God is revealing Godself to you in its wonder. Listen to the created order praise God in the warbling of songbirds, the   

babbling of creeks, the whistling of wind through leaves. 

 

Green may no longer be the color that guides my career choices, but it still holds a special place in my heart. I see in it 

God’s handiwork of bringing life where there was nothing, letting it grow and flourish in its season, as a reminder to us of 

what abundance God has blessed us with. As we celebrate the growing of all the living things this summer, let’s also       

celebrate how God is at work abundantly growing our faith and growing the kingdom in our midst.  

 

In Christ, 

Pastor Lucas 



UPDATE FROM RACHEL MANN  - OUR YOUNG ADULT IN GLOBAL MISSIONS 

 

Pasaka, Paska, or Paka 

 

MALAGASY WORDS OF THE MONTH: 
 
MILAMINA TSARA NY FIAINANA:  Life is good. 

MISALASALA:  to go back and forth on a decision 

SOLONTSAINA:   computer 
 
No matter how you spell it, Easter is a big deal here in Madagascar. Alahadin’ny Sampan-drofia (Palm Sunday) 

kicks off a week full of church services. During Holy Week, FLM Lutherans all over Madagascar attend an 

evening service every day. The biggest events, however, happen on the Saturday before Easter and on Easter 

Monday. Late on Saturday night, church choirs and congregations gather for Tafika Masina—Easter caroling! 

“Tafika masina” literally translates to “holy war,” though the term encompasses any event during which people 

spread the good news. And spread the good news we did. My mom and her friend (who were visiting from the 

U.S.!), my host mom, and I joined a group from church to go door to door and proclaim  the resurrection.    

Hymnal and flashlight in hand, we sang as we traipsed across neighborhoods, rice fields, narrow paths, rickety 

bridges, and steep stairs until we reached a congregation member’s home. Once gathered around the door, we 

began singing an Easter hymn until the residents opened the door or a window. Then we all shouted, “Velona 

Jesosy tompoko! Fiadanana ho an’ny tokatrano!” Jesus is risen! Peace be with you and your household! And 

then we     began singing and walking again, until we arrived at the next home.  And on and on for three and a 

half beautiful hours of hope, joy, and fellowship. The other major Easter event (aside from Sunday church, of 

course) is the Easter   Monday picnic. Families, congregations, and organizations meet for a day in the great 

outdoors filled with games, food, and fun. Easter in Madagascar is truly a time of joy and celebration—as it 

should be! 

Rachel Mann 

http://rachelmannyagm.weebly.com 

Easter  Caroling 

5/7/2018 
“Tafika masina” translates to “holy war,” although it doesn’t mean marching into battle and forcibly           
converting people to a conquering faith. “Tafika masina” refers to any event during which people spread the 
good news. 
 
On the night before Easter, I gathered with members of my congregation outside our church. Armed with 
flashlights and hymnals, we set off into the night. Our mission? To spread the good news of Jesus’           
resurrection at the homes of congregation members through song. In short, we were going Easter caroling. 
For three and a half hours, we trekked around Fianar, winding through neighborhoods, traipsing across rice 
fields, walking single-file down narrow paths, balancing on rickety bridges, and climbing steep staircases—
all in the pitch-black night. As we walked, we sang. I definitely didn’t know most of the hymns we sang, but I 
belted out the words alongside my companions whenever I caught on to a familiar refrain. 
 
When we reached a congregation member’s home, we all gathered around the door, clicked on our       
flashlights, and flipped open our hymnals to number 133. (Well, at least I did. Everyone else already had the 
song memorized—and so did I by the end of the night!) Usually, we only sang the first two verses. But if the 
residents didn’t open a door or a window, we kept singing until they did. Once we had their attention and   
finished our song, we all shouted, “Velona Jesosy tompoko! Fiadanana ho an’ny tokatrano!” Jesus is risen! 
Peace be with you and your household! Most families offered a small gift for the church, such as a monetary 
donation or rice. And then off we went in search of the next house, singing all the way. 
 
There wasn’t any snow and it certainly wasn’t a silent night, but it was undeniably holy. Joy to the world    
because Jesus is risen!  Rachel Mann - Young Adult in Global Ministry 

http://rachelmannyagm.weebly.com/my-journey/easter-caroling


BACKPACKS FOR THE WEEKEND:  For the month of June and July we will be collecting paper products, 

soap, shampoo, toothbrushes, and toothpaste in the grocery cart for the Ellsworth Food Shelf.  They don't do the 

backpack program during the summer months when the kids are out of school.   Thank you all for your generous 

donations.   

Evangelism Committee - Heather Johnson, Pauline Laughnan, and Sharon Peterson  

OPPORTUNITIES TO SUPPORT & SERVE 

The nominating committee is still looking for 2 people to chair the lutefisk supper this fall. If anyone is 

interested please contact Mary Halls, Donna Constant, or Kathy Young. Please consider this  

wonderful service for our church. 

*** VBS 4 Crew leaders Needed!.  High school age and older can be a crew     leader. Crew leaders are 
assigned to a group of 5 kids to help them through 4   different stations, a snack, 
and help teachers keep kids interested and focused on the lesson of the day. 
Crew leaders are grouped with other crew leaders, so there could be 5 crews in 
each group. Crew leaders participate in all the activities and encourage kids to 
talk about and apply what their learning. Crew leaders put God’s love into action!  
Contact Patricia if interested.    

The Evangelism Committee is looking ahead for the next GWOH day in September.  We will be having a brainstorming 

meeting at Roger and Pauline's home on July 17th at 7:00.  Please be thinking of outreach  ministries where we 

can be doing God's work with our hands and consider being one of the project  leaders.  Never stop thinking of 

ways to do God's work with your hands, there are so many opportunities. 

Evangelism Committee - Heather Johnson, Pauline Laughnan, and Sharon Peterson 

2018 Mission Trip: It’s almost that time again!!  After nearly a year of fundraising and preparation, 10 youth and 4 

adults will participate in OUR SAVIOR’S MISSION TRIP 2018 to Green Bay WI.  We will leave on Sunday, June 

24th to start our week of service and return on Saturday, June 30th.  It will be a challenging week filled with hard work, 

spiritual growth and a lot of fun!  Please keep us all in your prayers as we continue to prepare for this life-changing    

experience!  Gunnar Allyn, Ruby Straub, Payton Lawler, Desirae Peterson, Ian Peterson, Dakota Pittman, Shelby    

Lawler, McKenna Minder, Raelyn Rasmussen, Sam Allyn, Mike Allyn, Steve Staub, Pastor Lucas, and Patricia Peterson 

 Please join us at worship on Sunday, July 1st to see our Mission Trip video and listen to the kids share their     

experiences.  Our Mission Trip families will provide treats for Coffee Hour in appreciation for your continued support of 

this ministry! 

Outdoor Worship:  Wednesday nights at 6pm until Labor Day.  No Worship on June 27th Lucas will be 

on the Mission Trip.  



2018 Ellsworth Area Softball Schedule-All games at 7:00 p.m. 

Sunday, June 3  Ezekiel vs. Bethel 

Monday, June 4  Crossroads vs. ? 

Tuesday, June 5  St John’s vs. Living Waters 

Wednesday, June 6 St Mary’s vs. St Francis 

Thursday, June 7  OS vs. Zion 

 

Sunday, June 10  St Mary’s vs. Crossroads  

Monday, June 11  Bethel vs. St John’s  

Tuesday, June 12  St Francis vs. ?  

Wednesday, June 13 Ezekiel vs. OS  

Thursday, June 14 Zion vs. Living Waters  

 

Sunday, June 17  Ezekiel  vs. St Mary’s 

Monday, June 18  St Francis vs. Bethel 

Tuesday, June 19  English vs. Living Waters 

Wednesday June 20 St John’s vs. OS 

Thursday, June 21 Zion vs. Crossroads 

Sunday, June 24  Bethel vs. OS 

Monday, June 25  St Mary’s vs. St John’s 

Tuesday, June 26  St Francis vs. Crossroads                     

Wednesday, June 27 Ezekiel  vs. Living Waters  

Thursday, June 28 ? vs. Zion  

 

Sunday, July 8  St Mary’s vs. Bethel  

Monday, July 9  Crossroads vs. Living Waters  

Tuesday, July 10  OS vs. St Francis  

Wednesday, July 11 St John’s vs. ?  

Thursday, July 12 Ezekiel vs. Zion  

 

Sunday, July 15  Zion vs. Bethel 

Monday, July 16  Crossroads vs. St John’s 

Tuesday, July 17  St Francis vs. Ezekiel 

Wednesday, July 18 ? vs. OS 

Thursday, July 19 Living Waters vs. St Mary’s 

__________________________________________________ 

Sunday, July 22 – Thursday, July 26 – Rain makeup dates. 

TOURNAMENT IS JULY 28 & 29 

2018 Atrium Post Acute Care & Preferred Living 
combined Schedule for Our Savior’s 

 
May 23rd 2:30pm Atrium Post Acute Care 

June 6th 1:30pm Preferred Living, 2:30pm Atrium Post Acute Care 
July 18th 2:30pm Atrium Post Acute Care 

August 22nd 2:30pm Atrium Post Acute Care 
October 3rd 1:30pm Preferred Living, 2:30pm Atrium Post Acute Care 

December 12th 2:30pm Atrium Post Acute Care 
 

In Need of Prayer 
Karen Freier, Peter Johnson, Gary Gilbertson, Bev Radkey, 652nd Engineers Unit, John Traun,  

Colleen Johnson, Ron Wilkins, Trudy Owen, Laurine Baker, Kenny Hansen, Judie Goodwin,  

and Kristen Anderson. 

If you know of anyone that should be on our prayer list please contact the office. 

 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

Altar Guild 

Carron Parmeter 

Kathy Young 

 

Money Counters 

Tricia Rouleau 

Jim Chisholm 

     

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 2 

2018 

Synod  

Assembly 

3 

9am Worship 

10am Fellowship Hour 

 

4 

 

5 

7pm  

Council  

Meeting 

6 

1:30pm Preferred Living 

Service 

2:30pm Atrium Post 

Acute Care Service 

6pm Outdoor Worship 

6:30pm Mission Trip 

Meeting 

7 

7pm OS vs Zion 

8 

 

9 

 

10 

9am Worship 

10am Fellowship Hour 

10:30am Assisting Min-

ister Workshop 

11 

 

12 

 

13 

6pm Outdoor Worship 

 

7pm OS vs Ezekiel 

 

14 

 

15 

 

16 

8am  

MIM  

Meeting 

17 

9am Worship 

10am Fellowship Hour 

10:30am Adult Forum 

18 19 20 

6pm Outdoor Worship 

7pm OS vs St. John’s 

 

21 

 

22 

 

23 

 

24 

9am Worship 

10am Fellowship Hour 

7pm OS vs Bethel 

 

25 

 

26 27 

8:30am Quilting 

No Outdoor Worship 

 

29 29 30 

July 

Money  

Counters 

Tom Holdorf 

June 

Thank you for your participation in our worship service. Each ministry participant is greatly 

appreciated.  If you cannot serve on the date assigned, please trade with someone.   
Instructions for each ministry position are posted in the narthex.  If you have any   

questions, please call Rhoda Foley at 273-4865.      

2018 Mission Trip Week—Green Bay WI 

Assisting Minister: 6/3 - Belinda, 6/10 - Ann, 6/17 - Rhoda, 6/24 - Tom 

June 2018     Communion  

  Greeters Ushers Acolyte Reader 
Bell 
Ringer Server 

June 3 Gayle Knight Kay/Lemoine Baker Luke Knight Peggy Ken Belinda 
9:00 am   Family Sharon/Joe Seibel Ryan Matzek  Hoyer  Matzek   Foley 

June 10 Leah/Paul Sheryl/Bob Mercord Charley Gilby Heather Paul  Ann Young 
9:00 am  Frandsen Brenda/Bob Winger Juliana Winger  Johnson  Frandsen Tricia Rouleau 

June 17 Jeanette/ Sandy Odalen, Sonia Yunker, Sam Allyn Steve Warren Mike Allyn 
9:00 am Warren Schade Connie/Todd Girdeen Rylan Girdeen  Straub  Schade Rhoda Foley 

June 24 Kolodzienski  Pauline/Roger Laughnan Morgan Kolodzienski Mary Rachel Carron Parmeter 
9:00 am   Family Tom Hldrf.,Donna Constant Megan Hansen  Halls  Mancuso Tom Holdorf 


