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HEAR IT, FEEL IT, LIVE IT, SHARE IT – GOD’S LOVE 

Newsletter 

God calls us to the waters of baptism, and as we enter the months a head, keep in 

mind the following dates that are open for baptisms.    

November 19, December 17 

Call the Office if any of these dates would work out for your family.  715-273-4570 

 Dear sisters and brothers in Christ, 
 
Each week I have the students in confirmation fill out their sermon notes, and one of the questions I always ask is, “how 

did you show the love of Christ to someone this week?” This is sometimes a difficult question to answer, first because they 

have to think back on what they did that week, and what might qualify to tell the pastor. But I think it’s an important  

question for all of us to think about. 
 
How do you show the love of Christ to others? 
 
When each of us was baptized, the pastor lit a candle and told us, “let your light so shine before others that they will see 

your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven.” We were given a vocation, a calling, to be the hands and feet of 

Christ in the world. A lot of the time, I think we assume that means we have to do something explicitly “Christian” to  

others, like telling them the story of Jesus, or giving them a Bible, or praying for them. But there’s a Luther quote that I 

love that, I think, really captures what showing the love of Christ to others looks like. 
 
“The cobbler does not do the work of Christ by putting little crosses on all the shoes he makes,” Luther is quoted as      

saying, “but by making good shoes and charging a fair price for them.” 
 
Our ordinary, everyday lives are made holy by the very fact that we are Christians. God’s redeeming work isn’t             

accomplished by us making sure to come to church every week, but by us remembering whose we are during the rest of 

the week. When we do our jobs with the understanding that somehow we are making the kingdom known in the ordinary,  

everyday things we are doing, that is when we are showing the love of Christ to others. 
 
The nurse shows Christ’s love not by reading scripture to their patients, but by doing their job well and caring for their  

patients. The banker doesn’t show Christ’s love by reminding customers the money says “in God we trust,” but by offering 

good advice to help them manage their finances and take care of their family. The teacher shares Christ’s love not by  

reminding students a moment of silence is perfect for a prayer, but by praying for their students and making sure they get 

the best education they can give. 
 
God calls us to our unique vocations, or ordinary lives, and reminds us that what we do every day is where we show 

Christ’s love. In the little things of doing your job well, providing for your family, giving directions to a lost traveler, you 

share Christ’s love and grow Christ’s kingdom. Your baptism made your life holy, and all that you do is a calling to share 

the gospel in the love you show others. 
 
In Christ, 

Pastor Lucas 



Council meeting notes for October 3, 2017  at 7 pm 

 
Present were: Brian, Tom, Pastor, Debbi, Audrey, Bruce, Mike, Dawn, Ed, Norris and Jim. 
The meeting was called to order by President Tom Holdorf. Pastor led us in prayer. 
 
Secretary’s report: The records for Lutefisk supper from 2016 were turned over to current chairpersons. Debbi does have 
copies of the financials.  Motion to approve secretary's report made by Ed, second by Audrey. 
 
Treasurer’s report: $ 8,991.83 in the designated account. $ -216.04 in the general account.  Had to take $3,500 from   
designated account to pay insurance to avoid late fees, and to pay treasurer wages for August, September and October. 
Year to date, we have borrowed $13,540 from the designated account. Total income received for September $9,821.30. 
Total expenses for September were $12,276.65 which is deficit of $2,455.35. Discussed possible changing times of      
worship service or having 2 services each week to make it easier for members to attend worship.  Do church members 
know about estate planning and having Our Savior’s listed as beneficiary? Stewardship committee to pursue.  Report  
approved by Ed, second by Mike. 
 
Pastor’s report: see attached. Pastor is setting up workshop for lay assistants to help with prayers and readings.  
Youth director's report: see attached 
 
Committee reports: Building. Large TVs on wall are now working. Thanks Bruce. Trees will be taken down after 
Lutefisk supper. Parking lot restriped on Oct 13. Lights in front of church that light up the cross will be looked at by Matt's 
Electric. South outside faucet to be replaced. Sand still in water lines. Maybe get filter to catch sand before water goes into 
all pipes. Status of hot water heater due to sand in water lines? 
 

Luther Point bible camp. Brian reported LPBC has selected Sam Campeau to be the executive director. He was the        

program director for this past summer. Early spring, Brian will be going to area churches to talk about LPBC with Rev. 

Jeff Smith from English Lutheran church.  

 

Endowment. Audrey will discuss with the Endowment committee about a disbursement to the Synod Capital Fund Appeal. 

 

Youth. What is attendance for Sunday school? Same as last year? Dawn will email Amy and Crystal. 
 
Conflict Detection: none 
 
Old Business: Missionary. Currently, Our Savior’s is not sponsoring a missionary. There are 2 types of  

missionaries.  Sponsor an adult over 20 years old for a 1 year mission in another country. Global Mission has projects 

starting in September. Cost to sponsor is $10,000. Adult full-time missionary is a 2 year commitment from Northwest  

Synod. Cost is any amount donated. There is $2,000 designated in the budget to sponsor missionary. Some proceeds from 

fair stand and Lutefisk supper are designated for missionary. Council to revisit at November meeting. 

 

Lapel mic. Tom called Audio Architects to come and advise on the 2 lapel mics. Batteries were replaced but one lapel mic 

is still not working. 

Confirmation. Youth can do Sunday power-point for worship instead of doing worship notes. 

Freezer. Church keeping the large freezer? Council will revisit at November meeting. 

 
New Business: Money counters for October Audrey and ? 

Snow plowing. Any member willing to snowplow and clear sidewalks this winter, please see Tom.  

Pastor will open church before Sunday worship. Custodians were responsible for this after Pastor John left.  

3 new members will be officially welcomed on Sunday October 8. 

Lutefisk supper is on schedule with no for seen problems. Prices $17 for adult, $12 Youth 11-17, $7 Youth 6-10, free 
Youth under 5. Workers $7. $1 discount coupon for work helping prepare meal....peeling potatoes, meatball making,   
moving furniture, decorating, etc.  
 
Motion to adjourn made by Ed, second by Debbi 
Adjourned at 7:53 pm with Lord's prayer. 
The next meeting will be November 7. 
Respectfully submitted by Dawn Madsen 

 



Men In Mission Meeting - October 21, 2017 

 

Breakfast served by Gene Ostendorf and Clair Severson. 

Bible Study led by Pastor Lucas about giving to Caesar what belongs to Caesar and to God what belongs to God. 

 

The business meeting was called to order by President Lemoine Baker. 

The secretary’s report was read and approved. 

 

Treasurer Chuck Christopherson reported that we have $1117 in the general fund and  $4447 in the Luther Point Bible 

Camp fund.  We grossed $19,745 from the fair  this  year with expenses of $11,937.  Our profit was $7808, down from 

$9007 last year.  With the $2827 we had in the fair stand fund before the start up, we now have $10,635 in the fair stand 

fund.  A motion was made by Clair and seconded by Algot to hold $3000 in the fair stand fund for next year and give the 

remaining $7635 to the church for outreach ministries.  The treasurer’s report was approved. 

 

Old Business: 

 Discussion on the amount the ball teams should be paying to be in the church softball league.  It was agreed that 

they should each pay $200.  This we need to pay our expenses at the ball park. 

 Donna reported that she has not sought bids yet for the expansion of the concession picnic area.  There was        

discussion about the need for undertaking this project. 

 Motion made by Clair S. and seconded by Gene O. to allow Donna to price materials for outside grills.  These 

would be similar to the grills used at state and county parks. 

 Tabled for further discussion was the discussion on tree replacement. 

 Gene O. reported that Paul Frandsen has once again volunteered to mow the ball park for next summer.           

Thank you Paul! 

 

New Business: 

 Motion made by Donna C. and seconded By Gene O. to hold the annual oyster stew/soup dinner on Sunday,       

December 31, immediately following church.  Since there is no Sunday school that Sunday, church will be one hour later at 

10:00.  This will be a Thrivent Action Team sponsored event with proceeds going to the new septic system.  This gives the 

whole church a great opportunity to raise that thermometer on the septic system cost. 

 Discussion on widening the driveway entrance to the ball park.  Donna will check with the county for approval. 

 There was discussion about the fee being charged for the use of the ball park for family reunions etc. by outsiders.  

It was agreed that the fee should be raised from $50 to $150 for next year.  4H clubs can use it at no charge.  

 

The Men In Mission will serve coffee on November 19th and December 17th. 

 

The next MIM meeting is December 16th with Clair S. and Brian J. serving breakfast. 

 

The meeting was adjourned, 8 members present. 

 

Minutes respectfully submitted by Secretary Clair Severson. 

 



BACKPACKS FOR THE WEEKEND:  Brrrr It's getting cold outside.  During November we will be          

collecting beef stew for those hungry kiddos.  Let's toss in some hot chocolate packets as well.   Once again, we 

thank you for your generous support of this very important community program. 

OPPORTUNITIES TO SUPPORT & SERVE 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Assisting Minister Workshop: Martin Luther said, among other things, that we are a “priesthood of all  

believers.” Before, it was only the priest and the deacons who were allowed to approach the altar. Luther saw this as one more 

way the Church hierarchy tried to separate the people from God. Anyone, he asserted, can approach the altar, just as anyone 

can approach God. 

 Many churches have responded to this by having a congregation member serve as an assisting minister, helping to lead 

the service with the pastor. The presence of an assisting minister is a reminder that we are all welcome to come to God, and 

that we don’t have to be an ordained minister to lead in worship.  

 I will be living out that assertion of Luther’s this fall, and I invite you to participate in the position of Assisting  

Minister. If you aren’t sure what that is or what that entails, there will be several information meetings (each stands on its own; 

it’s not a series) where I will lead a discussion on what the duties and expectations of an Assisting  

Minister are. If the Spirit moves you, please let me know if you feel it’s something you can do in our service  

together. The next Workshop will be Sunday November 12th after Worship. 

In Christ, Pastor Lucas 

Operation Christmas Child:  Collection Sunday November 12th, 2017.  Any questions call Peggy Hoyer 

(715) 273-4398, feel free to leave a message.  Remember: $9.00 to send a box.  No candy, No toothpaste, 

No chocolate, No food, No liquid or  lotions, No breakables like snow globes or glass containers,  

No aerosol cans, No war-related items, No seeds.   

We need your help to make this Christmas season a little bit brighter for some financially    

disadvantaged families.   Would you consider purchasing an item or two within the next couple of 

weeks? 

Here is all you need to do:   Remove an ornament from the tree.  Record your name on the log.  

Purchase the gift, wrap it if you wish.          

 (Our youth group will be having a gift wrapping night for any gifts that are unwrapped.) 

Securely attach the ornament to the outside of the gift.  Return it to church no later than Sunday, Dec. 3rd, 2017. 

Thank you for your generosity,  The Evangelism Committee  This program is funded in part by Thrivent Financial 

Want to be a Bell ringer?  St. Croix Bell Ringers November 16th—December 30th  

1. Go to www, SAgraceplace.org  2. click on “sign up to ring the bells”  3.  Fill in application  4.  click “go to the  

opportunities page”  5. select your location, date and time!  Call 715-246-1222 with questions. 

Community Thanksgiving Service: Will be held on Wednesday November 22nd at 4pm at the First Presbyterian 

Church in Ellsworth. 

Luther Point Bible Camp’s Winter Retreats  “rooted” 

“So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live your lives in him, rooted and built up in him,  

strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and overflowing with thankfulness.” — Colossians 2:6-7 

 Come experience Luther Point in the winter for our programed retreats. Sign up with your church group and 

be ready for a weekend filled with fun, faith and awesome times as we explore what it means to be “Rooted 

in Christ.”  Space is limited so sign up quickly, registration opens November 1! Cost is $60 per person and includes  

lodging, 4 meals and the program.  Jan 12 – 14: Confirmation/Jr. High ~ Feb 9 – 11: High School ~ March 3 – 4: 

Family Camp Weekend.    Registration Opens November 1! www.LutherPoint.org 

 



In Need of Prayer 

Brett Schulte, Bill Hines, Scott Bjork, Judie Goodwin, Wayne Peterson, Haley Steffen, Mary Jo Bjork, 

Andy Foley, Letty Larson, Colleen Johnson, Ken Arneson, Alexander Kempe,  Ervin Golson,  

and Kristen Anderson. 

If you know of anyone that should be on our prayer list please contact the office.  

 

 Grief Share/Surviving The Holidays: Join us at Zion Covenant Church on Saturday November 4th from 

9:30-11:30am.  Wondering how you will survive the weeks surrounding Thanksgiving and Christmas?  Pre-register by 

call 715-273-4148, or 715-273-3684 or email office@zioncovenant.org.  Brunch will be served.   

2017 Atrium Post Acute Care & Preferred Living 

combined Schedule for Our Savior’s 

 November—None  December—12/6 

     1:30pm Preferred Living 

     2:30pm Atrium Post Acute Care 

Over the last five weeks, the ELCA has been able to respond to the unprecedented number of disasters 

around the globe with efforts including: 

            In Texas, where Hurricane Harvey caused destruction, we’re hiring a disaster response coordinator to work with 

our partners and affiliates to connect volunteers and donations to where they’re needed most. 

            In Cuba, where Hurricane Irma made landfall, we’re supporting the distribution of items like cookware,  dishes 

and blankets to help families get back to normal life. 

            In Mexico, where three major earthquakes struck within weeks, we’re supporting our local partner as they distrib-

ute food, water and other basic necessities to those who have lost their homes. 

In Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands, where Hurricane Maria left devastation, we’re coordinating the delivery of 

critical items including dry food, generators and solar-powered phones.  

The 69th Annual Lutefisk Supper puzzle has been all pieced together for another year, all torn 

down, and put away in the box (shed) until next year.  We served 650 guests and 127 workers.   

Thank you to all who worked before, during, and after the supper again this year.  We had amazing 

crews for all the days leading up to this annual tradition at Our Savior’s.  The handicap entrance and 

use of the elevator was new this year and worked very well thanks to car parkers and handicap greeters.   

Big thank you to all the Team Leaders in organizing their departments and workers – we couldn’t do it without you.   

Extra big thank you to the Chisholms for always having our church clean and ready to go.  Everything y’all do is a part of 

the big puzzle – it would not be complete without all the pieces.    

To God be the Glory!  Larry and Sharon Peterson and Norris and Kay Berg 

A Special Thank You: to Lori Schroeder and Bev Radkey for all that you do to make the Country Store a great success!  

Thank you to everyone that donated the crafts and baked goods, this wouldn’t be possible without you.  Our Savior’s 

WELCA 

A Special Thank You:  to everyone that donated the crafts and baked goods for the youth craft room.  This event wouldn’t 

be possible without you.  Your dedication to the Youth is greatly appreciated!   



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

Altar Guild 

Rhoda Foley 

Belinda Foley 

 

Money Counters 

Jim Chisholm 

Debbi Pittman 

 1 

7-8pm Confirmation 

& Aftershock 

2 3 4 

5  

9am Worship 

John Sutherland 

10am Fellowship 

10:15 Adult Forum 

10:15 SS Hour 

6 7 

7pm 

Council  

Meeting 

8 

7-8pm Confirmation 

& Aftershock 

9 10 11 

Willow River 

Youth Event 

2-8pm 

12     9am Worship 

10am Fellowship 

Collection for Operation 

Christmas Child 

10:15 SS Hour 

10:15 Assisting  

Minister Workshop 

13         5pm  

Women’s 

Bible  

Study 

 

14 

 

15 

4-5:30 SOS Kids Crew 

7-8pm Youth Group 

 

16 

 

17 18 

19  

9am Worship  

Thank offering Service 

10am Fellowship 

10:15 Adult Forum 

10:15 SS Hour 

Silent Auction Starts 

20 21 

 

22          

No Confirmation 

& Aftershock 

4pm Community 

Thanksgiving Service 

at First Presbyterian 

Church 

23 

Happy  

Thanksgiving! 

24 

 

25 

 

26 

9am Worship 

10am Fellowship 

10:15 SS Hour 

 

 

27 

 

28 

 

29 

No Quilting 

7-8pm Confirmation 

& Aftershock 

30 

 

27 

 

28 

December 

Money 

Counters 

Tom Holdorf 

Bruce Place 

November 

November 2017     Communion  

  Greeters Ushers Acolyte Reader Bell Ringer Server 

Nov. 5 Arianne/John Katie/Mike Allyn Devin Denzer Carron Dayah  Kathy 

9:00 am Halverson Family Kay/Lemoine Baker Colton Halverson Parmeter  Halverson   Young 

Nov. 12 Jess/Josh Helen/Clint Anderson Shelby Lawler Larry Payton Kelly Parmeter 

9:00 am Erlandson Family Carron/Fred Parmeter Morgan Kolodzienski Peterson  Lawler Jim Chisholm 

Nov. 19 Dawn/Joe Jeanette/Warren Schade Haedyn Langer Sue  Brooke Tom Holdorf 

9:00 am Minder Family Kerry/Ross Christopherson McKenna Minder Peterson  Minder Bruce Place 

Nov. 26 Connie/Todd Leah/Paul Frandsen Rylan Girdeen Crystal Avery Ed Rohl 

9:00 am  Girdeen Family Lori/Don Schroeder McKenna Girdeen  Raleigh  Girdeen Clair Severson 

Thank you for your participation in our worship service. Each ministry participant is greatly 

appreciated.  If you cannot serve on the date assigned, please trade with someone.   

Instructions for ministry positions are posted in the narthex.  If you have any   

questions, please call Rhoda Foley at 273-4865 or Pastor at 273-4570.     

Pastor Lucas will be out of the office. 


