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HEAR IT, FEEL IT, LIVE IT, SHARE IT — GOD’S LOVE

Dear siblings in Christ,

One of the joys I have every Spring is when we get to walk through our neighborhood and there are tulips
blooming. They’re beautiful flowers, and their arrival means that Spring is really here! But tulips don’t start off
that way. They start as those really homely little onion-like bulbs that are buried in the ground way back in Fall,
before the frost sets in. And if they’re not buried in Fall, they don’t become tulips in Spring. They need that time
to be “dead in the earth” before they can become the beautiful thing they’re meant to be.

That’s the case with so many plants, right? A seed looks nothing like a flower, but it’s only by burying the seed
that the flower can come to be. And a corn kernel looks nothing like the stalk, but without burying it the corn
remains just a kernel. What is buried becomes something entirely new! And when we talk about resurrection,
we’re talking about what was being buried and becoming something entirely new.

The new life that we hope for in Christ is resurrected life, and when we talk about resurrected life we mean a life
that looks completely different from the life we have before Jesus. Like seeds, we don’t look anything like what
we will be. When Paul wrote about it he couldn’t even describe what the resurrected life except to say “we will
be changed.” It’s a life that’s fulfilled and whole and beautiful, beneficial to everyone and pleasing to God. Our
resurrected lives will look as radically different from our lives now as a tulip bulb looks radically different from
a tulip flower.

What we will be is in us, though. In baptism, the transformation to the resurrected life is already begun! We are
already starting to be changed into the resurrected people that God will make us into. We are already blessed
with gifts that will make the kingdom whole. And if we’ve already got the beginnings of this resurrected life in
us, shouldn’t we start practicing for what we will become? Shouldn’t we start training ourselves, because this is
who we will become for the blessedness of eternal life!

If God has made you a tulip, what if you started practicing sharing the beauty you will one day share with God
every day? And if God has made you a maple tree, what if you start sharing your shade? If God has blessed you
to be grass for the kingdom, what if you practice being that place of comfort and relaxation for others, a blanket
of green that completes every picturesque landscape? Or if God has put in you the gifts to become a tomato, how
could you start brightening the flavor of each day now?

The resurrected life will look so completely different from the one we have now. But that doesn’t mean we don’t
get to start experiencing it now. As the season changes and you start seeing tulips (or green grass, or tomato
plants, or leaves on the trees), remember that you are already the possessor of the gifts God will bless you with
for eternity. You are already called to become what God will make you into. Start enjoying the resurrection life
that God is preparing for you, because as we’ll say in not too many days, the tomb is empty and he is risen!

In Christ,
Pastor Lucas

God calls us to the waters of baptism, and as we enter the months ahead,
keep in mind the following dates that are open for baptisms.
April 4th & 5th, May 17th, June 14th.

Contact the Office if any of these dates would work for your family.
office.osbeldenville@gmail.com, 715-273-4570




ishop’s Easter Message

To the beloved of the NWSWI,

Happy Easter to you as we celebrate the most sacred day of the year when Jesus squarely looked death in
the face and overcame the grave! When | think about what that says about our God, | am continually
overwhelmed by feelings of gratitude because of the sheer depth of God's love. To think about what Jesus
went through in those final days, it is simply the best illustration of what God's grace looks like - a gift to

us as individuals and as a family of faith - all without merit.

While on a Civil Rights pilgrimage last month, | found myself quite perplexed when listening to the central
message of many civil ights leaders, including many that | met in person. While visiting Birmingham, |
worshiped at the 16™ 5t. Baptist Church, which was bombed on a Sunday moming just before worship on
Sept. 15, 1963. Four young women (all teens) died in the blast as they were preparing to serve in the youth
led service. As our group heard about the story in the tour the day before our worship, this central
message was proclaimed - love. Later that day we spent time with another black leader in the city whose
ancestors were also victims of white supremacy. She too acknowledged the central message that Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr. taught over and over in his messages - a message of love, even for your enemies.

That struck me. When victims of oppression look at their oppressors and can maintain a posture of love in
hopes that the hatred they've experienced would someday be extinguished, | could only think about the
depths of God's love. While most of us would at minimum defend ourselves from the oppressive actions
taken against them, if not fight back and seek retribution, they instead turned to love and forgiveness. Itis
their faith in God that could give them the strength to practice love.

We still live in a world where hatred and prejudice exist. But the story of Easter Is rooted in love. Jesus
went to the cross after praying in the garden of Gethsemane, “Father, if you are willing, remove this cup
from me, yet not my will but yours be done.” (Luke 22:42) Your will be done. This is true sacrifice rooted in
love for humankind. This is love revealed to broken and sinful people. This is a love for us all -

no exception.

As we celebrate the day Christ rose from the dead, offering forgiveness to all humankind, let us rejoice in
acts of love. Let us respond to God's gift of grace through acts of love!
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Our Savior’s Council Meeting Minutes

March 02, 2026
Call Meeting to Order: President Tim Wiff at 6:00 PM.

Attending: Pastor Lucas, Tim Wiff, Debbi Pittman, Mike Rehbein, Dawn Minder, Julie Winger,
Donna Constant, Sue Palmquist

Absent: Jon Lantz, Patricia Peterson, Steve Straub

Opening Devotions: Pastor Lucas

New Business:

Patricia is completing her tenure (time) as youth director. If someone is aware of someone interested,
please notify council. Move this to old business until filled.

Old business agenda items for next meeting. Organize requesting Cheese Curd Festival and
East End Park event volunteers.

Old Business:

Council members volunteered as committee liaisons. Thanks, Julie, for initiating this item.
Obtain list of past and current service members and their spouses by asking them to respond to
a request in the next bulletin. The list is needed to celebrate the service member and their family
by the youth and offering a challenge coin.

Secretary’s Report:
Motion to approve Secretary’s Report by Donna, seconded by Julie, M/C.

Treasurer’s Report:
Designated Account $57,588.76
General Account $ -283.33
Money Market $32,875.90
Total $90,181.33

The Edward Jones CD account $173,256.93
The CCF CD account $51,159.81
Motion to approve Treasurer’s Report by Julie, seconded by Sue, M/C.

Pastor’s Report:
Motion to approve Pastor’s Report by Debbi, seconded by Donna, M/C.

Youth Report:
Motion to approve Youth Report by Donna, seconded by Sue, M/C.

Committee Reports: none

Conflict Detection: none

Adjourn:

Motion to adjourn by Debbi, seconded by Pastor, M/C.
Closing Prayer: The Lord’s Prayer

Next Council Meeting: April 7, 2026.
Respectfully submitted by Mike Rehbein



Men In Mission Meeting
March 19, 2026

After devotions led by Pastor Lucas, the business meeting was called to order by acting President, Bruce Place.

The secretary’s report was read and approved. The only change: We are serving coffee next
Sunday, March 22nd rather than last Sunday when church was cancelled. Motion by Dave J./
Ron H. to approve.

For treasurer Tom Holdorf, Clair reported that we have $3,720 in the general fund, $4,358 in the
Luther Point Bible Camp fund, and $5,424 in the fair stand fund. Motion by Ron H./Pastor
Lucas to approve.

Old Business:

Clair reported that we sent Luther Point $900 from the oyster stew/soup dinner. There was
discussion on whether to send Luther point some money from our general fund or increase the
pancake breakfast proceeds with money from the general fund. Motion by Dave J./Bill B. to
supplement the pancake breakfast proceeds with money from the general fund the amount
decided with a voice vote after the breakfast. All proceeds will go to the Pierce County Food
Pantry.

New Business:

The Annual Pancake Breakfast will be held on April 26th immediately following church until all
are fed. The menu is the same as last year: pancakes, sausage and real maple syrup.

Scrambled eggs with ham, juice, coffee and milk. Clair will apply for a Thrivent Action Team
gift. All proceeds go to the Piece County Food Pantry.

The next Men In Mission meeting will be on Thursday, May 21st at 3:00 pm.

Motion to adjourn by Dave J./ Bill B.. Six members present.

Minutes submitted by Secretary Clair Severson

Men In Mission

PH ﬂ C H kf_‘i Annual Pancake Breakfast:

Sunday, April 26th immediately following church until all are fed.

Menu: Pancakes, Sausage, and real maple syrup. Scrambled eggs and ham,
juice, coffee and milk.
A Thrivent Action Team will pay our expenses. All proceeds go to The Pierce
County Food Pantry. If you are writing a check, please make it out to them.

Invite your friends and join us!
Thanking you in advance for your generosity!




or a Morning of

fith Warren Petryk.

7/April 15,2026 10AM

Bethel Covenant Church

W8405 County Road KK
Ellsworth, WI

Lunch will be provided.

Free will offering will be taken.

Warren Petryk is a highly experienced
professional singer, performer, minister of
music, arranger, and recording producer. He
has been in the industry for over 50 years
and is the co-founder and musical director
of "The Memories" entertainment group
since 1972. A native of Boyceville,
Wisconsin, Warren also is founder of New
Creation Christian Music Ministry, sharing
his musical gifts by specializing in Praise
and Worship services for all denominations.
Additionally, he is a sought-after vocalist for

weddings, funerals, and other private

1 events. Warren also served as State
§Representative to the Assembly for Western
Wisconsin from 2011-2025.
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Worving of Renewal
St. Croix Valley Conference
Saturday, April1®, 2026

Cross Lutheran Church

1246 Co.Rd. TT
TRoberts, WI

Theme:
“The Freedom that God Provides Through Forgiveness”

If you have experienced betrayal or have beew
wounded by someone in viour life, you'll wawt +o hear
TRebekah's encouraging discoveries to learn how to let
8o of the burdens of anger and bitterness so that
you cam experience the freedom that God provides
through foraiveness,

Eebekah is a Christian speaker who shares events
from her fifs that:

+ shaped whe she has become,

»  taugit her lessons she never thought she'd need

to learw,

o forged a strength she never knew she would need,

R g o . Speaker:
Encouraging, uplifting, and insightful, Rebekah is a Rebekah Storey
captivating and unforaettable storyteller, Her vl
werakility is inspiring and eys-opewing. She will share

Sehedule:

with you the lessons that God taught her so that ®:30 am - Registration

NG am - Program
130 am - Lunch

you cam discover that forgiveness is possible e mat-

ter the drcumstance,

Reajistration fee: $15.00/person
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Supperting Our Feed Pantry Garden
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We are asking for support to help us continue and expand
our food pantry garden project—and thanks to our
amazing community, last year was our biggest and most

successful year yet!

It What We Accomplished Together Last Year
567 pounds of Fresh produce harvested
165+ pumpking distributed to local Families m need
Added an asparagus Pnt:h
Added a new large, raifed garden bed
Purchased several heavy-duty tomato cages and o couple trellises

With the rawin? number of families needing assistance,
we are hopeful to break that record again this year.

¥ Our Geoal for This Year = $500

Y new long skinny raised beds with trellises
Landscaping fabric to help with weed control
Heavy-duty heses and nezzles
A new strawberry patch@

¥ How You Can Help
Yeur donations help turn seeds inte meals and dreams into
reality. Every contribution helps us previde fresh,
nutritious feed grown right here in our town.
Together, we can fight hunger in our community and
nourish cur neighbers.

Jenne Auckland - Garden Coordinater - 651-707-4195
Pierce County Hunger Prevention Council
PO Box 201 - Y40 Morth Maple Street - Ellswarth, Wi 5401

*Checks can be made out to “Hunger Prevestion Council” with “Gardes
E Supplies” in the memo fo it gets plaud into the correct Fpot in the Faad
; antry'§ budget.

Y Y Y L
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0418.26

e information, visit

orth.org



OPPORTUNITIES TO SUPPORT & SERVE

VETEBAN

Are vou a Military Veteran or Spouse:

We are looking at a special project this year for Memorial
Day and want to make sure we have all of those that
served in the Military or spouses are recognized. If you
are either of those can you please notify the office so we
can create a list and make sure we honor all that
served. Thanks to all for serving and your cooperation.

wd
PIERCE COUNTY
V HUNGER PREVENTION COUNCIL
WE GO BEYOND THE FOOD
FOOD PANTRY NEEDS: The Pierce County Food
Pantry continues to need
certain items. For the month of APRIL

we will be collecting;

Canned Tuna, Pickles, Cake Frosting.
Please put the items in the grocery cart in the back
of the church.

Thank you for showing your
concern. Money donations accepted as well. Did
you know that every dollar donated can purchase $7
worth of food? Online donations
@hungerpreventioncouncil.net,
call 715-273-2070 or to arrange a food drive

sponsored by your family or organization.
Let’s help end hunger in Pierce County.

A very special thank you to the sunshine group for the cute treat cups given to my sisters, Benita & Beatta.
Also everyone's thoughts, concern & prayers have been greatly appreciated. It is always so uplifting &
heartwarming to be part of such a loving, caring church family. Again,

Thank you so much for all you do. Belinda

Dear Members of Our Savior’s, On behalf of Turningpoint, I am writing to express our deepest gratitude for your
recent donation in the amount of $300.00. Your contribution helps us toward Turningpoint’s mission: to provide
support and resources to achieve freedom from domestic and sexual violence. Sincerely, Amy Berg

Dear Our Savior’s Lutheran Church, Thank you for your generous gift of $300.00 to the ministries of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church In America (ELCA). You make God’s Love real. With gratitude, Rachel Wind

eGiving tools. Qur Savior's Lut
online: www.oursaviorschurch.inf
Text-to-Give: 833-506-0632.




Our Savior’s
Holy Week Schedule

Thursday April 2nd
6pm Maundy Thursday Service

Friday April 3rd
7pm Good Friday Service
At Zion Covenant Church

Saturday April 4th
7pm Easter Vigil Service
with Fireworks to follow

Sunday April 5th
10am Easter Worship Service

gasi cs
for lcql

The Evangelism Committee:
we will start be collecting Winter outer
wear for Basics for local Kids again this
year. We will continue collecting items
through the month of April. We are asking
for sizes for all ages from toddler to
XXXXL. New or gently used and clean
items are accepted. Zippers must be in
working condition. They collect all sizes
from infant to adult. Look for a box in the
narthex to leave your donations in.
We look forward to sharing warmth in our
community. Thank you,
Your Evangelism Committee

Attention Knitters

Coffee \27,5’)

Conversatlon

S

All are welcome!
Please join us at Church on Monday
April 20th at 10:00am.
We hope to see you there!

| n V w)l

Your
Pl ayers

Please Pray for;
Jenny Hince,
Tim Brockhouse,
The Huber Family
(Hank, Kristen, Hannah and Walter),
Beatta Keehr Christofferson,
Roger Billiter,
Marilyn & John
(Marlys Aspens Sister),
Tricia Anderson,
Rick Melby,
Jon Swedien,
Charlene Valenzuela,
Dave Buettner,
Steve DuMond,
Max Beck,
Matt Feuerhelm,
John Paape,
Kristen Anderson.
If you know of anyone that should be on our
prayer list please contact the office.

&
Crocheters:
We are in need of infant
sweaters and blankets for
Lutheran World Relief baby kits. They can be
knitted or crocheted with sweaters being sizes 12
months to 24 months with or without a hood and
a buttoned or tied front. Baby blankets should

2026
Preferred Senior Living
&
Ellsworth Health Services

Worship Schedule for Our Savior’s

Wednesday April 22nd

be made with light weight yarn sized between
32” to 52” square or rectangular. There may be
yarn at church you could use.
See Rhoda or Audrey S. for more information.

1:30pm Preferred Senior Living,
2:30pm Ellsworth Health Services

June 24th, September 23rd, November 25th




Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
Altar Guilds: 1 2 3 4
Kathy Young 6pm 7pm 7pm
Jodi Wiff Maundy Good Friday | Easter Vigil
Money Counters/ Thursday Service Service
Tech Assistants Service At Zion Followed by
Steve Straub Covenant fireworks
Council Member Church
5 Easter Sunday 6 7 8 9 10 11
10am Worship/Livestream 6pm 6pm Ice Cream Outing 9am
No Fellowship Hour Council (9th Grade only) Next
Meeting Chapter
Meeting
At English
Lutheran
12 Cinnamon Roll Sunday |13 14 15 16 17 18
9am Worship/Livestream 6pm Confirmation 8:30am
9:15am Sunday School Hour Banquet Morning of
10am Fellowship Hour Renewal
19 Affirmation of Baptism |20 21 22 23 24 25
9am Worship/Livestream 10am 4pm S.0.S. Kids Crew Synod
No Sunday School Hour Coffee 5:30pm Family Meal Assembly
10am Fellowship Hour &
Conversation
26 27 28 29 30 31
9am Worship/Livestream 8:30am Quilting
9:15am Sunday School Hour
10am Fellowship Hour
11am-1pm Family Pool Party
. . Commun- Assisting
Greeter's/Ushers Tech Assistant Acolyte Reader  Bell Ringer . -
ion Minister
April 4th Bruce & Lanette Place Brody Flynn Wyatt Kirchner Sue Roger Audrey Tom
7:00PM Steve Straub Ryland Jensen Palmquist | Laughnan | Severson | Holdorf
April S5th Mary H & Larry P Isaac Yunker Luke Lundstrom Belinda Roger Belinda Sue
10:00AM | Ushers: BrianJ & Tim W Council Member Eli Stockwell Foley Laughnan Foley Palmquist
April 12th Mary Halls Maddie Constant Ben Johnson Brad Roger Rhoda
9:00AM Lori Coulson Steve Straub Jake Knight Taplin Laughnan Foley
April 19th | Greeters: Donna C & Gina P | June Feuerhelm Hadley Coulson Steve Roger Donna Lanette
Ushers: Darrin & Lindsay C
9:00AM Bruce Place Hallee Place Straub Laughnan | Constant Place
Gabe & Katie Feuerhelm
April 26th Roger & Pauline Megan Peterson | Lane Kolodzienski Mary Roger Tom
9:00AM Laughnan Patricia Peterson Wes Raleigh Halls Laughnan Holdorf

Thank you for your participation in our worship service. Each ministry participant is greatly appreciated.
If you cannot serve on the date assigned, please trade with someone or call Lori Coulson, Mary Halls, or Vicki
Bowen if you have any questions. Lori: 715-821-3731 Mary: 715-307-0842, Vicki: 612-756-5067.
Instructions for each ministry position are posted in the narthex.
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He is not here

FOR HE IS

RISEN

MATHEW 28:6



