
Our Saviorõs Lutheran Church 
August 2024 

www.oursaviorschurch.info 

HEAR IT, FEEL IT, LIVE IT, SHARE IT ï GODôS LOVE 

Newsletter  

God calls us to the waters of baptism, and as we enter the months ahead,  

keep in mind the following dates that are open for baptisms.    

August 11th,  September 15th. October 13th, November 17th ,  

December 15th  

Contact the Office if any of these dates would work for your family.   

office.osbeldenville@gmail.com, 715-273-4570 

Dear siblings in Christ, 

For the past nine years, I have loved our churchôs wonderful August tradition of serving our community 

by volunteering at our fair stand. People come, year after year, knowing that our fair stand has the best 

burgers and the best piesðand many people will look forward to it all year. Our fair stand is an 

institution, a physical reminder of our stake in our community and the way we are called to serve others 

in Jesusô name. Itôs our presence in Ellsworth that reminds people that we are here, and we are here to 

share the love of Jesus with others. 

 

We do our best work, as the Church, when we recognize why we are here and why we are a 

congregation set in a community. God calls on us to go and serve others! So we get together at our 

church building, and we worship, share communion, build up communityðand then we go and serve. 

We do a good job of it too! Itôs not just our fair stand that brings people back who havenôt even 

attended worship in quite some time; itôs all our other ministries too. 

 

Itôs our ballfield ministry, that calls together churches in the area to play a friendly game of softball and 

brings families together to share in fellowship. Itôs our Godôs Work Our Hands service Sundays, when we 

break out and serve our community as our act of worship. Itôs when we pack up sandwich lunches for 

Feed the Farmers in the spring planting and the fall harvest. Itôs the time we take to bless the tractors 

and pray for the farmers in the harvest season. Itôs the ministry of sharing warmth when we tie and sew 

quilts that will be sent to the global poor. Itôs how we invite others into our space and celebrate our 

tradition of the lutefisk supper. Itôs the mission trips we go on whether as far as South Dakota or as close 

as Grantsburg. Itôs our partnership with organizations like Heart that allow foster kids to have new shoes 

and vulnerable mothers to have clean diapers for their babies. Itôs the way we are always ready to be 

generous, donating coats and mittens and boots for needy kids; donating canned goods, cereals, and a 

laundry list of other items to the food shelf for hungry families; donating time to local service 

organizationsðin our generosity, we share the best of what Christ calls out in us. 

 

When you take up your shift at the county fair this yearðor when you attend it for yourself, for that 

matterðremember how God is calling you to serve others. God is calling you, in your actions, to show 

others the love of Jesus, so much so that they will want to find out where that love comes from. God 

wants to make your life into a beacon of hope by showing others that in service, we build bridges, repair 

hurts, connect communities, and empower others through grace, mercy, and love. We do that every day 

and we can always find new ways to serve and love our neighbors. 

 

Letôs celebrate that service, and rejoice that we get the opportunity to let our lights shine before others, 

so that they will see our good works and give glory to our Father in heaven! 

In Christ, 

Pastor Lucas 
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Our Saviorôs Council Meeting Minutes 

July 02, 2024 
 
Call Meeting to Order: President Tim Wiff at 7:00 PM. 
 
Attending:  Debbi Pittman, Pastor Lucas, Donna Constant, Mike Rehbein, Tim Wiff, Audrey Severson, Ann Young, 

Patricia Peterson, Mark Jensen, Sue Palmquist, Steve Straub 

Absent: Ron Halverson, John Traun 
 
Opening Devotions: Pastor Lucas 
 
New Business: 

 Chamber of Commerce: Chamber is asking about the use of church facilities regarding office space and the 

kitchen to partner with local entrepreneurs.  

Discussion regarding need of a rental agreement, insurance. Council concluded office space type of use is  

acceptable. Kitchen use not approved. Kitchen does not have commercial grade vent hood nor a vent hood fire  

suppression system. 

 Elevator Phone: Phone is not working. $660 repair estimate. Patricia will contact Swift Current to determine 

if we have a land line for the elevator phone. Recommend announcing to congregation members to have a cell phone 

available or someone there when using elevator in the event assistance is needed. A sign may help in the meantime if 

the elevator is used for events when guests use the elevator and are unaware the emergency phone is not available. 

 Funeral and Wedding Policy: Fees and Form Review 

Discussions regarding fees were needed due to funeral homes requesting the funeral fees be itemized instead of a 

single fee. 

The itemized fees were discussed individually, and some were increased to reflect current costs. 

Funeral and wedding forms needed updating and wording clarified. Paster Lucas submitted the work he prepared 

prior to the council meeting to make the forms easily understood. Council read and approved the changes. 

Debbi stated checks are to be made to Our Saviors when covering fees referenced on the forms. 

 Custodians are asking to change pay method from monthly to per cleaning. This should be brought up for the 

next yearôs budget. 

 Donation to Heart for Purchase of Clothing, Etc. 

Audrey made a motion to donate $500 from the Emergency Disaster Fund to fund purchases for Heart activity.  

Motion Carried. 
 
Old Business: 

 Insurance Research: Tim is continuing to research alternatives to Brotherhood Mutual. None thus far.  

For now, continuing with Brotherhood Mutual. This is in regard to the higher deductible. 

 Summer Fun Fest: Event being planned as to what will be available to share what Our Saviors does for the 

community. Slide show, games for kids, music. Hot fudge, brownies and ice cream. 

 Blessing of the Tractors: Flyers are available for Blessing of the Tractors, 12 PM, August 25th, following the 

outdoor service at the ballpark. 

 Softball Field Newspaper Article: Pierce County Journal published an extensive article with multiple photos 

showcasing the new ballpark pavilion. 

 Luther Point Bible Camp Donation $1,200 was raised in support of Luther Pointôs 75th year, per Audrey. 

 Walk in Cooler is paid off. The kitchen fund is repaid. 

 

Motion to approve Audrey, 2nd Debbie, M/C 

 

Continued on next pageé... 
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Secretaryôs Report: 

Motion to approve June 04, 2024 meeting notes by Donna, 2nd Pastor, M/C 
 
Treasurerôs Report:  

Designated Account   $47,765.48 

General Account             -$95.40 

Money Market           $35,559.88 
 
The Edward Jones CDs account: $209,090.27 
   
Motion to approve, Steve, 2nd Patricia, M/C 
 
Pastorôs Report:   

 Vacation Bible School: Assisted 4 days in the community VBS at English Lutheran. Looking forward to 

next year. Enjoyed the time with the kids. 

 Coffee & Conversation Sessions: Continuing to be well attended. Thoughtful discussions. 

 Mission Trip: Six kids and three chaperones traveled to Lincoln, IL to experience God in service.  

Appreciated the honesty youth expressed about their expectations they held regarding the mission trip before  

attending. Hoping their honesty inspires more kids to attend. 

 Synod Assembly, Eau Claire: Synod passed resolution to have childcare on site for all synod functions to 

encourage and enable younger families to attend.  Martin Halom elected as Bishop. 

 Moses Project: The first retreat is coming up, August 5th-7th. Looking forward to how this will help me be a 

better pastor for our congregation. 

Visited and provided communion to shut-ins and members at the care center 

Presided at one funeral (Bernie & Nancy Odalen) 

Presided at one baptism (Olivia Sebion) 

Ran the scoreboard for one softball game, looking forward to the tournament. 
 
Motion to approve Patricia, Donna 2nd M/C 
 
Youth Report:  

 Community Vacation Bible School: Seven kids from Our Saviors attended. Seven adults, seven youth  

volunteered.  This year there were 63 kids at VBS, last year there were 32. 

 Mission Trip, June 16th, 2024, Lincoln, IL: After a year of fund raising and preparation, 5 youth, 3 adults 

headed to Lincoln, IL for a challenging week of spiritual growth and service projects of painting and building 

wheelchair ramps. *202 Campers from 9 states, 31 project sites, 121,000 hours worked, 11,198 items donated! 

 July Youth Fund Raiser Opportunity: Beldenville Old Car Show and Swap Meet. Volunteers needed. This 

raises money for youth activities. Youth can raise money for their Mission Trip and earn high school volunteer 

hours. July 28th, 6am to 11:30am. 
 
Motion to approve Donna, 2nd Mark, M/C 
 
Committee Reports:  

No Committee Reports 
 
Conflict Detection:  none 
   
Adjourn:   

Motion to approve Donna, 2nd Audrey, M/C 8:25pm 
 
Closing Prayer: The Lordôs Prayer                
 
Next Council Meeting: September 03, 2024. 
 
Respectfully submitted by Mike Rehbein 



July MIM meeting - 7/21/24 
 
After breakfast served by Mike Rehbein and Clair, Pastor Lucas led devotions on Psalms 23. 
 
The business meeting was called to order by president Mike Rehbein. 
 
The secretaryôs report was read.  Motion made by Brian J./Bill B. to approve it. 
 
Treasurers report.  Clair, reporting for Tom, said we have $5130 in the Luther Point Bible camp fund.  We have 
$1125 to pay LP for this summers campers.  We have $4594 in the fair stand fund and $4073 in the general fund.  
That was two weeks ago. 
With one softball game left to play for the season, we have deposited $3382  from concession food sales.  So, as 
of this date, we have $5243 in the general fund.  Also, today, I received $1800 from the softball league for this 
summers fee. 
As of two weeks ago, we had $4594 in the fair stand fund.  As of today we have $2745 in the hamburger fund.  
Motion made by Donna/ Bill B. to approve the treasurers report. 
 
Old Business: 
Clair requested that the MIM give $500 from the general fund to the Fairôs hamburger fund.  Motion by Brian/ 
Ron to do so.  Motion approved.  
 
Clair reported on the super job Jerry Johnson did at the fair stand, upgrading the air flow with a new exhaust fan 
in the ceiling and new stainless steel counters.  The gutter man from last year, Jim Thomas,  will be attaching  
covers to the gutters to keep all debris out. 
 
New Business: 
Donna reported that we need people to help at the upcoming softball tournament.  She said the Chamber of  
Commerce has done a great job advertising the availability of the concession stand for rentals.  Last year we had 
two rentals; this year seven are scheduled. 
The cooler in the original stand has been repaired.  Reportedly a pretty good investment;  costing $200 back int 
2010. 
Donna mentioned that perhaps extra trap rock from the ballpark could be spread on the south side of the fair stand.  
There was some discussion on where and when to plant some trees at the ballpark.  Also a question brought up on 
whether Our Saviors should be billed as the other teams from the softball league.  Currently all the other teams 
pay $300 for the season. 
Donna is looking into the possibility of ordering ñOur Saviorôsò T-shirts for us to wear at the fair stand. 
 
MIM is scheduled to clean the fair stand on August 12th at 5:00.  
 
MIM will serve coffee on August 18th and September 15th. 
 
The next MIM meeting is Saturday, September 21st, at 8:00  with Brian and his appointed helper serving. 
 
Motion made by Brian/Bill to adjourn.  7 members present. 
 
Minutes submitted by secretary Clair Severson . 



OPPORTUNITIES TO SUPPORT & SERVE 

2024  

Preferred Senior Living  

&  

Ellsworth Health Services 

 
     Worship Schedule for Our Saviorôs

                
1:30pm Preferred Senior Living,  

 2:30pm Ellsworth Health Services    
 

Wednesday  

August 28th, November 13th  

Support Our Mission with eGiving 

This Summer, consider making your gifts  
using our eGiving tools.  
Our Saviorôs Lutheran Church offers 
online: www.oursaviorschurch.info ñgiveò 
tab 
Text-to-Give: 833-506-0632. 

The Evangelism Committee is 
starting to plan our September 8th, 
God's Work Our Hands projects. 
We would GREATLY appreciate 
any ideas, or be made aware of 
ANY PROJECTS that we could do 
on that Sunday. To get the ball    
rolling and come up with some 
good ideas, we will have a potluck 
planning meeting on Thursday, July 

11th, 6pm, at church. The        
Evangelism committee will provide 
sloppy Joe's, bars and beverages. 
Please join us with ideas for        

outreach in our community. If you 
have an idea, but are unable to    
attend the meeting, please contact 
one of the committee members.  
Thank you in advance, Kathy 
Young, Darlene Halverson and 

Pauline laughnan 

FOOD PANTRY NEEDS: The Pierce 
County Food Pantry continues to need  
certain items.  For the month of  AUGUST 
we will be collecting; Canned Baked 
Beans, Canned Vegetables, Canned 
Chicken, Canned Tuna, Laundry Soap 

and Dish Soap. 

Please put the items in the grocery cart in 
the back of the church.  Thank you for 
showing your concern.   Money donations 
accepted as well. Did you know that every 
dollar donated can purchase $7 worth of 

food?  Online donations 
@hungerpreventioncouncil.net, call  
715-273-2070 or to arrange a food drive 

sponsored by your family or  
organization.  Letôs help end hunger in 

Pierce County.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The ADRC of Pierce County is in need of volunteer drivers 
of all ages in all areas of Pierce County.  Make a difference 
in your community by taking people who are unable to 
drive to medical and other appointments.  Volunteers will 
use their own vehicle and be reimbursed at the current 
Federal rate.  Volunteer according to your schedule and 
availability! For more information call Cheri at the ADRC 

of Pierce County and 715-273-6780.  














