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Dear siblings in Christ, 
 
I was surprised just recently after worship to learn that a prayer that I have always associated with  

Luther—“bless us O Lord and these thy gifts which we are about to receive from thy bounty”—is associated 

with Catholic tradition for many of y’all! It was a fascinating insight, because it’s not the first time that the  

similarities between Catholic and Lutheran worship services have been compared. In fact, a lot of us could easily 

fit in at a Catholic worship service, following the order of the Mass, with just as much ease and familiarity as we 

follow our own worship here! 
 
The question that probably comes to mind is “why?” Why do we have such similar styles? Why is that prayer, 

which Luther himself suggested for families to pray, the same one they pray in Catholic families? Well, it comes 

down to Luther’s main philosophy of church practice: if it ain’t broke, don’t fix it. 
 
There are only a couple of things needed for our worship service to be real: that the gospel is rightly preached, 

and that the sacraments are rightly administered. Basically, do we experience God’s grace in what is being 

taught, and do we receive God’s grace in the bread, wine, and water? Everything else, Luther insisted, is not  

important enough to argue about. It’s peripheral to the gospel. So things like “what form of prayer do we use?” 

is not central to our identity as Christians. And “do we use organ and piano, or do we use guitar and drums  

during worship?” doesn’t define us as Christian or not.  
 
So why don’t we go about changing everything all the time? If the only thing that makes it a Christian worship 

service is if the gospel is preached and the sacraments are given, then doesn’t that mean we can switch  

everything else up whenever we want? Why do we have to be stuck with sixteenth-century forms? Well, it 

comes back to the philosophy: “if it ain’t broke, don’t fix it.” If a form of worship works, if it connects us to the 

gospel, if it expresses who we are and lets us encounter God in our midst, then that’s all we need to worry about. 

And honestly, the sixteenth century forms have worked pretty well! Our hymns, our liturgy, the way we’re  

seated in church, the artwork on the walls—it’s all served this congregation well. 
 
But that also doesn’t mean we can’t change anything. In fact, it’s good to switch things up once in a while, as 

we’ve been trying this year. We dip our toes into a different worship style not because we’re so eager to throw 

out the old, but to see if this new thing helps more people connect with God in our time together. What music 

expresses our hope in God? What words and prayers say what we really mean? What declarations in our  

sacraments open our eyes to God’s presence in the bread, the wine, and the water? Newness for the sake of  

encountering God more fully is good. 
 
It’s why I think we should always be interrogating our worship forms, our prayer forms, our ways of being 

church together. We should always be asking ourselves if this way of doing things is still working, if it’s still 

bringing people into God’s presence, if it’s reminding and pointing us toward the gospel. Because whatever we 

can do to make that happen is good. And maybe that means keeping things as they are. And maybe it means 

changing some things to be new. Either way, if God is experienced in it, then Luther would agree that it’s good. 

 

In Christ, 

Pastor Lucas God calls us to the waters of baptism, and as we enter the months ahead,  

keep in mind the following dates that are open for baptisms.    

August 17, September 21, October 12, November 16, December 14 

Contact the Office if any of these dates would work for your family.   

office.osbeldenville@gmail.com, 715-273-4570 



Our Savior’s Council Meeting Minutes 

July 08, 2025 
 
Call Meeting to Order: President Tim Wiff at 7:00 PM. 
 
Attending:  Debbi Pittman, Pastor Lucas, Donna Constant, Ron Halverson, Mike Rehbein, Tim Wiff,  
Julie Winger, Patricia Peterson, Steve Straub 
Absent: Mark Jensen, Sue Palmquist 
Visitor: Sarah  
 
Opening Devotions: Pastor Lucas 
 
New Business: 
Sarah presented information about Among Friends, a dementia social respite care program. 
Currently open Tuesday and Thursday at First Congregational UCC in River Falls. 
Asking for volunteers to simply have fun assisting and for volunteers to put on a program such as  
bringing a show car or baking cookies. 
Seeking to get information out to caregivers of loved ones with dementia. A place of quality, safe respite 
care for the day to give the caretakers a needed break. 
Among Friends is currently on the list of organizations Our Saviors disperses funds to. 
 
UCC is applying for an available grant to bring youth and elderly together. 
UCC contacted Donna regarding being on a steering committee. 
Pastor and Patricia will determine how often and or if this can be integrated into youth programs. 
 
Old Business: 
Elevator Report 
Ordered USB-C power cord, built wood bracket for cellular gateway, put up shelf brackets, routed POTS 
line from elevator control box to shelf. UPS arrived and is kept behind the desk in the Narthex.  
 
Insurance Information 
The information regarding the insurance coverage of the fair stand has been clarified. The stand is  
insured except for the stand roof. Tim is looking further into this. 
 
Secretary’s Report: 
Motion to approve Secretary’s Report by Patricia, seconded by Debbi, M/C. 
 
Treasurer’s Report:  
Designated Account   $52,085.23 
General Account             -$798.66 
Money Market             $35,934.29 
Total                            $87,220.86 
 
The Edward Jones CD account $169,508.31 
The CCF CD account $51,239.73 
 
Motion to approve Treasurer’s Report by Donna, seconded by Julie, M/C. 
 

 
Continued on next page... 



Our Savior’s Council Meeting Minutes 

Pastor’s report:   
Met with St. Croix Valley Conference. 
Completed the Moses Project at the final retreat. 
Hosted the Funeral Planning Workshop.  
Visited and provided communion to shut-ins and members at the care centers. 
Presided at three baptisms (Mavis Heller, Clinton Roesler, and Cooper Kornmann). 
Confirmed five of our young people (Marti Allyn, Nora Christopherson, Chase Unser, Dustyn Raleigh, 
and Madi Constant). 
Softball: The season has started! I am excited for us to begin this wonderful summer ministry and the 
good that it does for all who participate. 
 
Motion to approve Pastor’s Report by Ron, seconded by Julie, M/C. 
 
Youth Report 
Vacation Bible School: We had 9 youth from Our Savior’s join in the fun at Vacation Bible School at 
English Lutheran Church. 
Mission Trip: We had a great week serving God and Others. 
We are very grateful for your support for the youth and the mission trip this past year. 
2026 Mission Trip: I have reserved 10 participant spots for the 2026 Mission Trip to Lincoln Illinois, the 
week on June 21

st
 – 27

th
. 

The 2026 will be my last Mission Trip. I will pray that other adults/parents volunteer to continue this 
great ministry. 
I will continue the Youth Director position until the summer of 2027. 
July Fundraiser: Pancake Breakfast/Old Car Show: Sunday July 27 from 6am-11:30am. 
 
Motion to approve the Youth Report by Debbi, seconded by Julie, M/C. 
 
Endowment Committee Report 
Revisions presented and explained by Julie. 
Motion to approve the amendments to the endowment constitution revisions by Donna, seconded by 
Pastor, M/C. 
 
Motion to set the date for the congregational meeting for Sunday September 14

th
, 2025 by Pastor,  

seconded by Patricia, M/C. 
 
Conflict Detection:  none 
   
Adjourn:   
Motion to adjourn by Tim, seconded by Julie, M/C. 
 
Closing Prayer: The Lord’s Prayer                
 
Next Council Meeting: September 02, 2025. 
 
Respectfully submitted by Mike Rehbein 



Huge Thank you to everyone that helped with set up, concessions, cooking, clean up 
and umping to make the Church Softball Tournament a Huge Success this year and 
the topping on the cake was Our Savior's won the Championship.  Looking forward 
to next year and another closing of the books on a wonderful season this year. 

Men In Mission Meeting  

July 12, 2025  

 

Breakfast served by Bruce Place and Clair Severson  

 

The meeting was called to order by Pres. Mike Rehbein. The secretary’s report was read and approved by Bruce/

Brian. There was no treasurer’s report as we met a week early.  

 

New Business:  

Donna presented the bill for the new ballpark freezer. Motion made by Clair/Bruce to forward $700 from the 

general fund to help pay for it.  

 

Motion made by Mike/Bruce that Donna makes the decisions for the remainder of the 2025 season at the softball 

field and has access to the softball field funds that are designated as from and for the softball field.  

Counting of the Concession stand cash for the remainder of the 2025 season will continue with the amount    

initialed by Donna and one other person of Donna’s trusted inner circle.  

And that Donna would work with council if an expense exceeded $25K on matters concerning the softball field 

as a church property.  

That discussions regarding 2026 season begin at the September MIM meeting for the 2026 season. Motion     

approved!  

 

Motion made by Brian/Pastor Lucas that we move $1000 from the general fund to the fairstand fund (hamburger 

fund) Motion approved.  

 

Clair mentioned that the MIM will be cleaning the fair stand at 5:00 on August 11th.  

 

Motion made by Bruce/Clair to send the money made from the next two coffee hours, July 20th and August 

31st, to Thrivent to be forwarded for the Texas flood relief. Motion approved.  

 

Next MIM meeting will be September 27th at 8:00 with Mike and Brian serving.  

 

Motion by Brian/Bill to adjourn.  

 

Seven members present.  

 

Minutes submitted by secretary Clair Severson  



2025 Pierce County Fair: August 7th, 8th, 9th & 10th  
Our Saviors Lutheran Church Food Stand  

Why we have our fair stand: Outreach ministries for our church.   
 Last year the fair stand generated over $19,000 for Outreach Ministries.  

General admission is now $7 and Senior Citizens admission on FRIDAY is $3.  

A special thanks to all who have donated so far to the Hamburger Fund. It’s not too late to                  
donate.  This goes a long way to help reduce our expenses and thereby increase our revenue to be        

given  away.   

2025 WORKER’S LIST   
The most current worker’s list appears here. It was generated from the final 2024 Worker’s List 

with  changes and additions that I have received so far. If you were unable to work last year,                  
I assumed  that you may be available this year so your name reappears on the list. If you were not on 

the  workers’ schedule last year but are willing to help, please call me. NOTE: Thursday &       
Friday  afternoon and Saturday evening shifts are always a struggle to fill. Keep in mind that it is 

OK to  come late or leave early if the need arises. A special THANK YOU to those of you who volunteer 
to  work more than their one shift.   

Soon, the chairpersons will be making calls to workers on their shifts to verify if you 
are  available to work.  

 If you are unable to work the shift you worked in the past and want to work a different shift, please let 
Clair know at 715-273-5019 or 715-821-3710.   

PIE MAKING & BAKING: Wed. Aug. 6th, Thur. 7th, Fri. 8th, and Sat. 9th starting at 6:00 a.m.  Pie 
making contacts are: Rhoda Foley 715-273-4865 & Sharon Peterson 715-821-8676.  Donna 

Constant will be making her Strawberry-Lemonade pies.  

SOUP MAKING: Wed. Aug. 6th starting at 5:00 p.m. Come ready to slice and dice! Please stay to help 
with the cooling process. Soup making contacts are:  

Clair Severson 715-273-5019 or cell:715-821-3710 & Mike Rehbein 651-592-8158   

FAIR STAND UPDATES: We have installed a new exhaust fan in the ceiling to help draw 
out  hot greasy air and have new stainless steel tops on the counters.                                   

Thanks to Jerry  Johnson!   

ROOT BEER FLOATS: It works best, with a lot less mess, to have one person assigned to scoop 
ice  cream for the pies and the root beer floats. Single Root Beer Float: Two scoops of ice cream and 

a  bottle of root beer. Double: Two scoops of ice cream in each of two cups and one bottle of 
root  beer. No, we are not pouring the root beer!   

Thanks again in advance for your help with the 2025 Pierce County Fair, Our Savior’s 
Food  Stand.   

Best Regards,   
Clair Severson, Chair: Home 715-273-5019 Cell 715-821-3710                                                  

cfseverson@gmail.com  Mike Rehbein, Co-chair: Cell 651-592-8158 rotorwash@mac.com  
Mike Rehbein, Co-chair: Cell 651-592-8158 rotorwash@mac.com 

 

 











OPPORTUNITIES TO SUPPORT & SERVE 

2025 

Preferred Senior Living  

&  

Ellsworth Health Services 
 

     Worship Schedule for Our Savior’s 
                

Wednesday October 15th  

1:30pm Preferred Senior Living,  

 2:30pm Ellsworth Health Services    
 

December 10th, November 13th  

In Need of Prayer! 

Melba Smith, Matt Feuerhelm, Doris Denzer, Doris Coulson, Sue Palmquist,  
John Paape, and Kristen Anderson. The men and women that are deployed; Iain Gilby, Brady Sharon, 

Mathew Normand, Reuben Huppert, Kohl Flock, Wyatt Roed, Ryan Orpen, Ella Wynveen,  
Xen Larson.   

If you know of anyone that should be on our prayer list please contact the office.  
If you know of anyone that should be on our prayer list please contact the church office.  

 

FOOD PANTRY NEEDS: The Pierce County Food Pantry  
continues to need certain items.  For the month of   
AUGUST we will be collecting; Canned Meats,  

Ramen Noodles, Personal Care Items, Pet Food.  
Please put the items in the grocery cart in the back of the 

church.   
Thank you for showing your concern.    

Money donations accepted as well.  
Online donations @hungerpreventioncouncil.net,  

call 715-273-2070 or to arrange a food drive  
sponsored by your family or organization.   
Let’s help end hunger in Pierce County.  

 
Please join us at Church on Monday’s August 11th at 10:00am. 

All are welcome!  We hope to see you there!  

The Evangelism Committee is starting to 

plan the next God's Work Our Hands projects. 

We would GREATLY appreciate any ideas, or 

be made aware of ANY PROJECTS that we 

could do on that Sunday. If you have an idea, 

please contact one of the committee members.  

Thank you in advance, Kathy Young, Darlene 

Halverson and Lori Coulson 



Next Chapter: All who have lost a partner are  

invited to join in the fun.  If you have any questions 

please call Donna Constant at 715-307-0451.      

  

The next meeting is Saturday August 2nd at 9am 

at Broz Bar in East Ellsworth. Breakfast will be 

served.    



“The best way to find yourself is to lose yourself in the service of others.”  
These words remind us that through serving others, we can discover our true selves and gain a    

deeper understanding of our purpose in life. 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

Altar Guilds:  

Sharon Peterson  

Mary Straub 
 
Money Counters/Tech Assistant 

Tim Wiff 

Mark Jensen 

    1 

 

2 

9am 

Next Chapter 

at Broz Bar 

 

 

3 

9am Worship/Livestream 

10am Fellowship Hour 

11am Luther Point Summer 

Celebration 

4 

 

5 
 

6 

6am  

Pie making 
 

5pm Soup  

making 

7 

6am P 

ie making 

8 

6am  

Pie making 

9 

6am  

Pie making 

10 

9am Worship/Livestream 

10am Fellowship Hour 

 

 

11 

10am 

Coffee  

and  

Conversation 

5pm  

MIM Meeting 

(Clean-up at 

Church stand) 

12 13 

 

14 15 16 

8:30am 

Summer  

Retreat 

17 

9am Worship/Livestream 

10am  Fellowship Hour 

11:45am Ecumenical Worship  

Service in El Paso 

 

 

 

18 19 20 21 

5-7pm 

Summer Fun 

At the East End 

Park 

22 23 

11am 

Vintage 

Baseball Game 

Youth 

and 

College Kit  

Fundraiser 

24 

10am Ball Field Worship 

11am  Fellowship and Potluck 

Lunch 

Blessings of the Tractors 

25 
 

26 27 

8:30am Quilting 

 

 

28 29 30 

31  Traditional/Contemporary 

9am Worship/Livestream 

10am  Fellowship Hour 

      

AUGUST 

  Greeter's/Ushers Tech Assistant Acolyte Reader Bell Ringer 
Assisting  

Minister 

August 3rd Bruce Place Maddie Constant Jake Knight Belinda Roger Lanette 

9:00AM Donna Constant Mark Jensen Eli Stockwell Foley  Laughnan Place 

August 10th  Casey & Patricia  Wes Raleigh Megan Peterson Kay Roger Ann 

9:00AM Peterson Tim Wiff Brady Peterson Berg Laughnan  Young 

August 17th  Brad Taplin Brody Flynn Lane Kolodzienki Brad Roger  Rhoda 

9:00AM Lori Elhorn Mark Jensen Wyatt Goodier Taplin Laughnan  Foley 

August 24th  Bruce & Lanette Outdoor Outdoor Steve Outdoor Tom 

10:00AM Place Worship Worship Straub Worship Holdorf 

August 31st  Lori Coulson Isaac Yunker Wyatt Kirchner Mary Roger  

9:00AM Mary Halls Tim Wiff Ben Johnson Halls Laughnan  

2025 Pierce County Fair 

Pastor Lucas is on Vacation 
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