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Dear siblings in Christ, 
 
This summer, we’ve been hearing about the patriarchs, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. These Genesis stories are some 

of the best known and most readily remembered stories in the Bible for many of us. But the thing that always 

strikes me is how incredibly honest they are! Here we have the founders of a nation, the paragons who were the 

first to walk with God, and scripture is full of their mistakes and foibles and sins. 
 
It’s so remarkable because most of the time, nations will try to clean up everything about their founders. The origin 

stories of China have these impossibly wise, impossibly virtuous leaders who bestowed prosperity and stability on 

the nation. The origin stories of almost every European country has a king (or queen) who is now a saint. In our 

own history, we tend to dress up the Founding Fathers as paragons of wisdom with impossible foresight to craft a 

country like no other. And every origin story I have ever read about does the same thing—it works hard to present 

the first leaders of a nation as ideals that everyone should imitate. But then we have the origin story in Genesis, and 

the shockingly honest portrayals of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 
 
The Bible doesn’t shy away from sharing with us that Abraham lied and cheated and hurt people with his mistakes 

and misunderstandings. It doesn’t back down from the way Isaac and Rebekah chose favorites and put their sons at 

odds with each other. It doesn’t try to mask how nakedly ambitious and deceitful Jacob was, or how his own  

favoritism caused rifts in his family to the point that one of his sons was sold into slavery by his other sons. 
 
But at the same time, it shows us incredibly faithful people. Abraham keeps trying to follow God, listening to that 

hope and promise and never letting go of it. Isaac leans on God who orchestrates his meeting with the love of his 

life, and gives him sons who would carry on his name and his blessing. And Jacob grows into the man who would 

throw his whole hope on God, wrestling with God through the night to get a blessing. 
 
The thing is, people have always been people. And more than anything, the Bible lets us know that the patriarchs 

were people, with faithfulness and kindness and loyalty, but also with jealousy and greed and conniving. Ironically, 

I think that makes them even better role models than our own cleaned-up images of our nation’s founders. Because 

when we set up an ideal, we can never attain it. We can never be as good, or wise, or prescient as those idealized 

founders. But we can be like Abraham, or Isaac, or Jacob. We can be filled with foibles, but still try to be faithful. 

We can still make mistakes even as we serve God. 
 
Because at the end of the day, that’s the kind of people that God works with. God works with people who are  

misguided and loyal. God works with people who are faithful and unsure. God works with people who don’t get it 

right, but get up each day and try. God is faithful, and that is so much more important than anything we can do.  

So let’s take the honesty of scripture as God’s invitation to be who we are, and not get caught up in the times we 

fall short of some ideal. 
 
In Christ, 

Pastor Lucas 
God calls us to the waters of baptism, and as we enter the months ahead, keep in mind the  

following dates that are open for baptisms.    

August 13th, September 17th, October 15th  

Contact the Office if any of these dates would work for your family.   

office.osbeldenville@gmail.com, 715-273-4570 



2023 Preferred Living & Ellsworth Health Services 

combined Schedule for Our Savior’s                

 

Wednesday August 23rd  

1:30pm Preferred Senior Living  

2:30pm Ellsworth Health Services        

 

Wednesday November 15th  

1:30pm Preferred Senior Living 

                 2:30pm Ellsworth Health Services    

 

 

 

FOOD PANTRY NEEDS: The Pierce County Food Pantry continues to need certain items.   

For the month of August we will be collecting; Cream Soups, Instant Mash Potatoes, and Sugary Cereal. 
Please put the items in the grocery cart in the back of the church.                        

Thank you for showing your concern.  Money donations are accepted as well. Did you know that every dollar  

donated can purchase $7 worth of food?  Online donations can be made @hungerpreventioncouncil.net,  

call 715-273-2070 or to arrange a food drive sponsored by your family or organization.  Lets help end hunger in 

Pierce County.   

Fun Facts about your Church Committees: 

Did you know that there are 16 different committees 

with 56 committee members sharing their talents?   

Each year members rotate off their committees after 

serving a 3 year term or in some cases accept a 2nd 

term.   For the next few months we will share  

information on the various committees roles so that 

you may find a committee that you would like to 

serve on in the future. 

 

This month’s featured committees are: 
 

Congregation council member - this committee 

has general oversight of the life and activities of Our 

Saviors, with special focus on its worship life to  

ensure that everything is done in accordance with 

the Word of God and the faith and practice of the 

Evangelical Lutheran Church of America.  

 

Stewardship Committee - encourage preaching, 

teaching and celebrating generosity in the life of the 

church.  Ensure emphasis on some aspect of  

stewardship quarterly.  Personalize giving so  

members can see and pray for what their  

gifts are doing.   

   In Need of Prayer!  

Elise Foley, Fred Hoyer, Dan Schmalstig, Mike Dahl, Dean Mewes, John Paape, Wayne Peterson, 
Ann Leonard, Eldon Schellfeffer, Mary Jo Bjork, and Kristen Anderson. 

If you know of anyone that should be on our prayer list please contact the Church Office.  

The names will be on the prayer list for two weeks unless specified.  



OPPORTUNITIES TO SUPPORT & SERVE 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

News from the Sunshine Crew:  
Kathy Young and Kay Berg have stepped up to 
join the Sunshine Crew. We are so grateful to 
both of these stewards for joining us in this  
rewarding out-reach ministry, and we would 
gladly welcome more helpers.  Our aim is to 
spread Jesus love through hospitality: calls, 
greeting cards, visits, food, flowers, prayers, 
and more.  Please contact the church office if 
you know of anyone in need of a little cheer. 

Look for these new or gently used items  

to donate for the Baby Care Kits. 

THANK YOU 

FFA Tractor Pull: They issued Our Savior’s a check for $ 1,250.00. Awesome Job everyone! 

The money will help us cover the cost for the fuel fund. We appreciate everyone that put in their time and energy to 

help, especially with the rain and having to go back two days to get the job done. This is a great way to help Our 

Savior’s get more involved with the community, and the FFA. The money the FFA raises goes to  scholarships to 

help Future Farmers of America. Huge thanks to everyone that helped make this happen and hopefully you will be 

willing to do this again next year. Thanks, Donna Constant 

 

Cheese Curd Fest: A huge thanks to all that put in time to work at The Cheese Curd Festival.   We received a 

check today in the amount of $645.00 to put towards the fuel bill.   Thank you everyone for your time - this all helps 

make a huge difference.   When we can cover our bills this way - it leaves more for outreach.    

This is awesome!  



















Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

Altar Guilds:  

Sharon Peterson  

Mary Straub 

Money Counters/  

Tech Assistants: 

Mark Jensen 

Lanette Place 

 1 

7pm  

Council  

Meeting 

2 3 4 5 

4-8pm  

Luther Point 

Summer  

Celebration 

6                 

9am Worship/Livestream 

10am Fellowship Hour 

12:30pm Softball Tournament 

8am-2pm Luther Point Summer 

Celebration 

 

7 

 

8 

 

9 

6am Pie making 
 

5pm Soup making 

10 

6am  

Pie making 

11 

6am  

Pie making 

12 

6am  

Pie making 

13   

9am Worship/Livestream 

10am Fellowship Hour 

 

14 

5:30pm  

MIM Meeting 

(Clean-up at 

Church stand) 

15 

 

16 

 

17 

 

18 

 

19 

 

20 

9am Worship/Livestream 

10am Fellowship Hour  

11:45am Ecumenical  

Worship Service in El Paso  

 

 

21 22 23 

1:30pm  

Preferred Senior 

Living             

   2:30pm  

Ellsworth Health 

Services        

24 25 

 

26 

 

27 

9am Worship/Livestream 

10am Fellowship Hour  

 

 

28 29 30 

8:30am Quilting 

 

31   

AUGUST 

Thank you for your participation in our worship service. Each ministry participant is greatly appreciated.                  
If you cannot serve on the date assigned, please trade with someone or call Lori Coulson, Mary Halls, or Vicki 

Bowen if you have any questions.  Lori: 715--821-3731  Mary: 715-307-0842, Vicki: 612-756-5067.                    
Instructions for each ministry position are posted in the narthex.   

  Greeter's/Ushers Tech Assistant Acolyte Reader Bell Ringer 
Communion 

Server 

Assisting  

Minister 

August 6th Mike & Katie Allyn Jake Knight Martha Allyn Kathy Roger Bruce Ann 

9:00am Dave & Christi Edin Lanette Place Sophia Edin Young  Laughnan Place Young 

August 13th  Darrin & Lindsay  Luke Lundstrom Nora Christopherson Mary  Roger Audrey Rhoda 

9:00am Christopherson Family Mark Jensen Matt Lundstrom Halls Laughnan Severson Foley 

August 20th  Brian Johnson Wyatt Kirchner Chase Unser Brett Roger  Becky  

9:00am Barry & Becky Johnson Lanette Place Isaac Yunker Unser Laughnan Johnson  

August 27th  Casey & Patricia Maddie Constant Grayson Jensen Rhoda Roger  Rhoda  Lanette 

9:00am Peterson Mark Jensen Lucy Feuerhelm Foley Laughnan Foley Place 

2023 Pierce County Fair 
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