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Newsletter 

Dear siblings in Christ, 
 
When Paul wrote his letter to the Romans, he argued that “all have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God.” 

Over the years, the Church has understood Paul was talking about Original Sin. Now, Original Sin isn’t something 

we hear about a lot, but it’s still an important part of our understanding of the world. It’s the condition that we all 

have, where we are focused on ourselves more than others—and that applies to us individually and to our circles of 

family, friends, tribe, or country. Our fallen humanity pays the most attention to those closest to us, even if it harms 

those not so close to us. 
 
In a discussion with colleagues about Original Sin, we brought up Hazel. She is basically the perfect image of  

Original Sin. She has no concept that anyone outside of herself has feelings. She doesn’t get that when she cries  

directly into my ear, it hurts my eardrums. She doesn’t perceive how her little dagger nails could hurt her mom 

when she grabs ahold of her. She has no inkling that 3:00 am is a time that others want to be asleep, instead of  

getting up to feed her. She is completely focused on herself and her own needs to the point that she doesn’t even 

recognize that other people might have wants and needs too. 
 
But here’s the thing: we understand why she is so focused on herself. She’s a baby. She hasn’t developed the  

cognitive functions yet to realize people outside of herself have feelings. So we can give her a pass on her behavior, 

because she doesn’t know any better. 
 
It’s like that with all of us, though. So much of the time, it can be easy to perpetuate really awful sin against others 

simply because we don’t know any better; we’re not aware of how what we’re doing is affecting others. We aren’t 

aware of how buying chocolate is contributing to deforestation and poverty in West Africa. We aren’t aware of how 

sexist jokes help us ignore women’s voices. We aren’t aware of how ways we coped in our family system now 

cause others to relive trauma and damage they’ve tried to overcome. We simply aren’t aware of so much. 
 
But just like how I will expect Hazel to be a kind person who thinks about how she affects others when she is able 

to do so, shouldn’t we expect ourselves to do better when we know better? God calls us to be lights in the darkness, 

to be ambassadors for Christ and representatives of the kingdom of God. When we discover the ways we have  

unknowingly helped harm others, we should be humble enough to realize that God is calling us to repent of those 

things too. It’s part of our confession after all, that “we confess our sins, known and unknown; things done and left 

undone.” 
 
When we as Christians start confessing the ways Original Sin has blinded and continues to blind us to the ways we 

harm others, we can start the work of repentance. We can start listening to the marginalized voices that name hard 

truths and rather than silencing them, we lift them up and use them to do better in the future. We can trust the Spirit 

to guide us in overcoming Sin to make the world a better place, preparing the way for the kingdom of God. And we 

can learn that there are more people who have feelings and wants and needs than we originally suspected. 
 
In Christ, 

Pastor Lucas 
God calls us to the waters of baptism, and as we enter the months a head, keep in mind 

the following dates that are open for baptisms;  

June 16th, July 14th, August 11th, September 15th,  

October 13th, November 17th, December 15th 
 
Call the Office if any of these dates would work out for your family.  715-273-4570 



 
Council Meeting Minutes 

Date 5/7/19 7 pm 

 

Present were: Pastor, Tom, Bruce, Mike, Stacy, Jim, Norris, Jill, Debbi, Ann, and Dawn.   

The meeting was called to order by President Tom Holdorf.   Pastor led us in devotions.  

Guest:  none 

 

New Business:  Fair stand roof suffered hail damage.  Acuity is the insurance company handling the claim.  

Pechacek General Contracting will be absorbing the $500 deductible for the repair.  

Music License:  to have contemporary music within our services we need to have either 1: lyrics, 2: lyric + melody 

line, and or 3: piano accompaniment.  Fees associated with the levels.  Level 1 $55, Level 2 $157, Level 3 $198.  To 

keep our cost down the council has decided to proceed with level #1 $55 lyrics to display during use of CD music to 

use during service.  This is a budget line item, cost is covered.   Jim made motion to proceed, Mike second.  

MIM would like to have a revival service at the ballpark this summer.  Details to come.  Mike made motion to  

proceed, Jim second.  Council approved, more to come.   

 

Old Business:  Tractor pull.  September 6-7.  OSLC needs to supply the liquor license-picnic.  Motion made to  

proceed with beer servers, possibly food servers this year.  Second by Bruce.  

 Text offering works.  Will present to the congregation.  Can donate twice per day, no more.  Email receipt.  

Person is not charged a fee directly, comes out of the donation to the church amount.  Card reader is also ready to go.  

On the church tablet.  In a couple of weeks, Debbi will be at church to help people use this option.  These donation 

options are provided by Vanco and Thrivent.   

 Membership:  reviewed our constitution.  There are 4 levels of membership.  These numbers are provided to 

the synod as well as LPBC.  There are bylaws which we could use to narrow this down further.  Tabled for now.   

 Siding on church was not done by Lindus as previously thought.  We have no record of this.  We also do not 

have a record of the roof which has a warranty.  Jim to reach out to past presidents for their recollection.  

 

Secretary’s report:  Reviewed.  Dawn will replace Stacy as secretary until her term is up in February.  Motion made 

by Jim, second by Norris.  Passed as written. 

 

Treasurer’s report: $21, 951.98 in the designated account.  $-208.79 in the general account.  Motion made to  

approved by Jim second by Mike.   

 

Pastor’s report: see attached.  Would like to proceed with some strategic planning for the church.  More to come. 

Youth report: see attached 

 

Committee reports:  Worship- will be decorating for Pentecost.  

 Property- GWOH was successful!  Thanks to all for helping 

   

Conflict Detection:  none 

 

Motion to adjourn made by Mike, second by Bruce. 

Adjourned at 8:45 pm 

The next meeting will be June 4, 2019 

Respectfully submitted by Stacy Hansen 

 



Synod Assembly Summary from May 4, 2019 

 

Our Northwest Synod of WI held their annual assembly on May 4, 2019 in Eau Claire at Trinity Lutheran 

Church.  The theme for the day was “May the Faith be With You” reflecting the Star Wars popularity and its parallel 

to Christian belief of good and evil.    
 
The day started with worship and communion with robust singing with a brass choir.  Bishop Laurie Skow-Anderson 

spoke on appearance of Jesus to the disciples beside the sea in John 21:1-19 while they were fishing.  Our offering 

taken of $6,277 went to Malawi-1/2 for water wells and 1/2 to Pastors’ Academy in Malawi in 2020. 
 
In the opening of the assembly we acknowledged that we gather on the traditional lands of five tribes of indigenous 

people.  We thank them for their stewardship of the land.   
 
Business consisted of voting for 7 synod council members including Rev. Annie Ladnier as our St. Croix Valley 

Conference representative to the council.  Al Arndt was elected Vice President of our synod.   We passed the  

operating budget of $1,212,000 and the 2020 Standards for Compensation and Benefits.   We honored Lynn Fering 

for serving for 8 years as synod vice president.  We also resolved to celebrate the 50th anniversary of the ordination 

of Lutheran Women in 2020 in our congregations. 
 
The LSS of Wisconsin director expressed thanks for our support and encouraged our contributions to their 31       

programs.   
 
The Church Wide Assembly will be August 5-10, 2019 in Milwaukee. 
 
Our synod continues to hold a Lay School monthly in Chippewa Falls organized by Rev. Greg Kaufmann.  This 

monthly weekend class is open to any lay member.  
 
Our Synod Capital Campaign has raised $420,000 to be used for technology grants, pastor’s seminary debt, Malawi, 

Walking Together, and for the ELCA. 
 
The Synod has a program called SAM (Synod Authorized Ministry) Lay Workers in churches who can preach,  

baptize and do marriage services for an extended period of time.  This has helped the pastor shortage.  Presently we 

have 22 churches needing pastors.  Six pastors were honored as retirees. 

 

Several congregations received Bright Spots Award for trying new innovative actions in their churches.  It was  

suggested at annual meetings, a church report on the bright spots that occurred the past year in their congregation. 

 

We thank the congregation for sendng us as your voting members. 
 
Audrey & Clair Severson   



BACKPACKS FOR THE WEEKEND:  :    For the month of June, we will be collecting paper products, 

soap, shampoo for the grocery cart that will go to the Ellsworth Food Shelf.  Thank you all for your     

generous donations.  Evangelism Committee - Heather Johnson, Pauline Laughnan, and Sharon Peterson  

OPPORTUNITIES TO SUPPORT & SERVE 

Church Softball Schedule – 2019—All Games start at 7pm 

Sunday,  June 2 Bethel – Living Waters 
Monday, June 3 OS – Ezekiel/St John’s 
Tuesday, June 4 Zion – Crossroads 
Thursday, June 6 St. Mary’s – St. Francis 
 
Sunday, June 9 Living Waters – St. Mary’s 
Monday, June 10 Ezekiel/St. John’s – Crossroads 
Tuesday, June 11 OS – Zion 
Thursday, June 13 St. Francis – Bethel 
 
Sunday, June 16 Bethel – Zion 
Monday, June 17 Ezekiel/St. John’s – St. Mary’s 
Tuesday, June 18 St. Francis – OS 
Thursday, June 20 Living Waters – Crossroads 

 
Sunday, June 23 St. Mary’s – Bethel 
Monday, June 24 Ezekiel/St. John’s – St. Francis 
Tuesday, June 25 Zion – Living Waters 
Thursday, June 27 OS – Crossroads 
 
No Games week of June 30th – Holiday 
 
Sunday, July 7  OS – Living Waters 
Monday, July 8 St. Francis - Crossroads 
Tuesday, July 9  St. Mary’s – Zion 
Thursday, July 11 Ezekiel/St. John’s – Bethel 

Greetings Our Savior’s Members. As The 2019 Pierce County Fair is nearing (Aug 8th, 9th, 10, and 11th, 2019) I 
want to reach out to all in regard to needed supplies for the fair stand. In the past there has been a family from the     
congregation that has generously donated ground beef for making hamburger patties. Not only have they donated the 
hamburger they also paid the processing fees. This family donated in 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016, 2017, and 2018 to the 
tune of 2,779 pounds of burger over 6 years and $3600 processing fees over 6 years. This family has been extremely 
generous with          donations and their time and family talents and words cannot even come close to the thanks 
they deserve.       Starting in 2019 the fair stand committee is looking for cash donations to pay for the hamburger. 
Stand uses approx.    550-650 pounds of burger per year. I have priced the burger at a locker @ $2.94 per pound for 
2019. 600 lbs. x $294 per lbs. equals $1764. If interested in donating towards burger place donations in offering plate in 
envelop marked fair meat donation and it will get to the fair committee.                                                                        
Other items needed cash donations for: Dawn Dish Soap, Degreaser, Foil Burger wraps, Onions, Pickles, Frozen Fruit 
for pies, Pie and Soup making supplies, Paper towels for dispensers, Ketchup, Mustard, Trash bags, Plastic forks, Plastic 
spoons, Pie plates (1800), Cheese slices (1920 slices), Canola Oil, Hot Beef (75lbs. made by Dicks Market).  As you can 
see there are a lot of supply cost for the fair (between $9000 & $10000 per year).  Let’s make 2019 one of the most  
profitable years to date with your generous donations of cash, time, and talents.  Thanks in advance for your generous     
offering of you time, talents, and financially donations.   It Take A Village to Put on Such A Fine Show (Pierce County 
Fair Food Stand) by Our Saviors Congregation. And year after year this village succeeds thanks to all the OS Villagers.  
Fair Stand Committee. 

The Evangelism Committee is looking ahead for the next GWOH day in September.  We will be having 

a brainstorming meeting in July.  Please be thinking for outreach  ministries where we can be doing God's 

work with our hands and consider being one of the project  leaders.  Never stop thinking of ways to do 

God's work with your hands, there are so many opportunities.  Evangelism Committee - Heather Johnson, 

Pauline Laughnan, and Sharon Peterson 

Coats for Kids Drive: Collecting deadline is June 9th.  You may bring in your gently used 

items, or it's also the perfect time to purchase new winter wear on clearance.   

These items, donated to "Basics for Local Kids". 
 
Ellsworth Baseball Shoe Fundraiser:  Collecting deadline is June 9th.  Bring in used or new shoes (pair shoes by 

tying laces or with rubber bands).  All sizes are welcome! baby-adult.  Any type of footwear; athletic shoes, heels, 

slippers, flip-flops/sandals, cleats, golf shoes, work boots, rain/winter boots, etc… 

Calling all Softball Fans! games have started.  We are looking for help in the concession stand and score keeping.        

*High Schoolers this is a great way to earn your volunteer hours. Contact Donna if interested 715-307-0451 



UPCOMING EVENTS 

            

June     September  
 6/5 1:30pm Preferred    9/11 2:30pm Atrium 

            2:30pm Atrium 
 

 August     November 
               8/21 2:30pm Atrium     11/20 2:30pm Atrium 

Our Savior’s 2019 Worship Service:  
Atrium Post Acute Care  &  Preferred Living 

In Need of Prayer 

Amy Rohl, Ed Place, Jeff Bjork, Doris Knutson, Anna Walentowski, Michele Klennert,  

Vickie Wilkens, Betty Davidson, Ben Leonard, Alan Nelson, Ron Mireau, Zachery Caterer,  

Colleen Johnson, Trudy Owen, and Kristen Anderson. 

If you know of anyone that should be on our prayer list please contact the office. 

Ellsworth Community-Wide Vacation Bible School - FREE 

June 28 & 29, 2019 
WHO: Children 3 years – 5th grade  

(Children who are 3 yrs. old must have a parent, grandparent, or guardian remain 

with them the duration of the time) 

WHAT: Yee Haw – Celebrating God’s Greatest Gift  

WHEN: Friday, June 28: Supper:5:00pm, VBS:5:30-8:00pm 

 Saturday, June 29, VBS:9:00am-11:30, Program: 11:30-11:45; Lunch 

WHERE: Zion Covenant Church 

PARTICIPATING CHURCHES: Zion, Eidsvold, Bethlehem, SVEA, Bethel, Our Saviors 

Online registration available by visiting www.zioncovenant.org. 

 A BIG THANK YOU!  Thanks to all who made the Annual MIM Pancake breakfast a 

huge success.  We raised $ 898 for Luther Point Bible Camp camper registrations.  Special thanks to 

Thrivent for the $250 start up money, to Brad Taplin for the maple syrup, to Red Wing Sterdiwheat 

for the pancake flour, to Jeff Farris at Pierce County Meats for the breakfast sausage links, and to all 

The Nominating Committee is still looking 2 people to prayerfully consider being lutefisk supper co-chairs for 

2019,  and stepping up to chair persons for 2020. Please contact Donna Constant, Mary Halls, or Sue Peterson. 

Thank you 

Did You Know!  That Life Touch - Offers a grievance package, it is free of charge. Two packages; one 16 x 20  

framed or 1 framed 8 x 10, 2 framed 5 x 7's, 2 framed 3 x 5's and one sheet of wallets.    The photo would be the 

one that is in the church directory.  Contact the Church Office for more information.   

Outdoor Worship:  Every Wednesday night at 6pm until Labor Day. 

New Members Sunday: As we’ve been seeing in the book of Acts these past few weeks, the mission of the gospel 

grows as more people come to believe in Jesus and join the work of God’s Church! We like to take a Sunday every 

six months to acknowledge the people who have joined Our Savior’s in our mission here for the sake of the gospel. 

Join us on Sunday, June 23 as we welcome our new members in worship and at coffee hour—and if you or someone 

you know wants to join in the work of this congregation, let them know to contact the office so they can be           

welcomed that day too! 

http://www.zioncovenant.org


Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

Altar Guild 

Carron Parmeter 

Kathy Young 

Money Counters 

Dawn Madsen 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    1 

2 

9am Worship 

10am Fellowship Hour 

10:30am Adult Forum 

 

 

3 

7pm  

OS  

vs  

Ezekiel/St. John’s 

 

4 

7pm  

Council  

Meeting 

5 

1:30pm Preferred Living 

Service 

2:30pm Atrium Post Acute 

Care Service 

6pm Outdoor Worship 

6 7 

 

8 

 

9           Pentecost 

9am Worship  

10am Fellowship Hour 

7pm OS vs Bethel 

10 

 

11 

5pm Worship  

Committee Meeting 

7pm OS vs Zion 

12 

6pm Outdoor Worship 

13 14 

 

15 

8am 

MIM 

Meeting 

16   Happy Fathers Day 

9am Worship  

10am Fellowship Hour  

10:30am Adult Forum 

 

17 

 

18 

7pm  

OS  

vs  

St. Francis 

19 

6pm Outdoor Worship 

20 21 22 

23  New Members  

9am Worship  

10am Fellowship Hour  

 

24 

 

25 

 

26 

8:30am Quilting 

26pm Outdoor Worship 

27 

7pm  

OS  

vs  

Crossroads 

28 

VBS 

5-8pm  

 

29 

VBS 

9am-12pm   

30 

9am Worship  

10am Fellowship Hour  

10:30am Adult Forum 

 

     July  

Money  

Counters 

Ann 

Young 

June 

Thank you for your participation in our worship service. Each ministry participant is greatly 

appreciated.  If you cannot serve on the date assigned, please trade with someone.   

Instructions for each ministry position are posted in the narthex.  If you have any   

questions, please call Pastor Lucas at 273-4570 or Rhoda Foley at 273-4865.    

June 2019     Communion  

  Greeters Ushers Acolyte Reader Bell Ringer Server 

June 2 Dawn/Brian Donna C., Lori Coulson Anthony Madsen Carron Brian Rhoda 
9:00 am  Madsen Family Anita/Brad Johnson  Leo Parmeter  Parmeter  Madsen   Foley 

June 9 Holly/Dan Becky/Barry Johnson Lily Young Belinda Terry Ann Young 
9:00 am Johnson Family Erin/Chris Kirchner Delaney Johnson  Foley  Young Kathy Young 

June 16 Audrey/Clair Sheryl/Bob Mercord Rhett Rasmussen Audrey Andi Tom Holdorf 
9:00 am  Severson Becky/Dan Olson Raelyn Rasmussen  Severson  Peterson Sheryl Mercord 

June 23 Arianne/John Debbi/Ed Pittman Trinity Wilkens Brad Don Lanette Place 
9:00 am  Halverson Family Jill/Don Rosenberry Dayah Halverson  Taplin  Rosenberry Bruce Place 

June 30 Renee/Cory Jeanette/Warren Schade Derek Johnson Steve Warren Rhoda Foley 
9:00 am  Johnson Family Mary/Steve Straub Taylor Peterson  Straub  Schade Clair Severson 

Assisting Ministers:  June 2 - Rhoda, June 9 - Ann, June 16 - Tom, June 23 - Lanette , June 30 - Rhoda  

@ Zion Church 


